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ON TRUST IN GOD. 
(Continued from page 320.) 


Trust in God implies also, 4th, cordial 
gubmission to all his providences, This 
assertion is so abundantly evident from 
the divine testimony, from the reason of 
the thing, andfrom the experience of 
saints, that it has not been often disput- 
ed; yet a vast multitude have not actual- 
ly exercised such a submission. No 
great reasoning, therefore, to prove the 
doctrine, can be necessary; yet it may 
be well,from the testimony of Scripture, 
to show, that genuine trust in God must 
imply cordial submission to all his provi- 
dential dealings. —We are commanded 
to submit to all the acts of Divine Provi- 
dence. **Commit thy way unto the Lord. 
Surely it is meet to be said unto God, 
I have borne chastisement.””—‘ ‘Submit 
yourselves unto God.”’ ‘‘Count it all joy 
when ye fall into divers temptaions.” 
‘Rejoice alway in the Lord; and again 
I say,. rejoice.” 

Laudable and pious examples of pa- 
tience under sufferings,and of quiet sub- 
mission to all the dispensations of Provi- 
dence, are proposed in the Bible for our 
imitation. ‘To sorrows and afflictions ex- 
tremely and awfully severe,Jacob pious- 
ly submitted, And the great and holy 
leader of the chosen tribes, Moses,— 
when he wascalled to enter on the office 
and to discharge the heavy and painful 
duties which it involved, for which he 
deemed himself extremely unqualified; 
—and when he actually undertook to 
deliver the people from the hand of 
Pharaoh—and to lead them through the 
Red Sea;—while he was with them in the 
wilderness and till he died, was called to 
encounter huge difficulties, and to sus- 
tain dreadful trials and much personal 
loss; to all which, hewever, because he 
had a benevolent heart, and a supreme 
tegard for the glory of God, he freely 
submitted, Job was called to undergo 
sickness and pain, to endure the loss of 
Vast riches, and of all his children, and 
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his high rank among men; and to en- 
counter the opposition and reproach even 
of his friends—to leek death in the face, 
and sometimes to have no great evidence 
of eternal life; ,yet his quiet submission 
and saintly deportment were generally 
so eminent that the Holy Ghost saith by 
the apostle James,—Ye have heard of the 
patience of Job.—The afflictions of Da- 
vid were many and great; still he said, 
I have trusted inthe Lord. ‘But the 
time would fuil me” to speak of the pi- 
ious and lovely examples of all the 
propheis and apostles, who were sub- 
missive to all the providential dispensa- 
tions of the Lord, because they really 
trusted in him. All the prephets from 
David to Malachi; and all the apostles, 
martyrs and holy reformers, yielded up 
themselves—soul, body, spirit, to the 
divine disposal, ‘‘for time and for eterni- 
ty,”and generally,complained not ofthe 
yoke which was put on their necks, 
though it was heavy andigalling. They re- 
fused not to drink of the cup which God 
put to their lips, although it was bitter, 
And they waited not to learn what the 
Lord intended to do with them, in this 
world or the next, before they would re- 
solve to love him and keep his command- 
ments. They yielded to’God, as the 
willow and the reed bend before the 
mighty storm and remain safe; and did 
not obstinately and stoutly resist, like the 
tall and ancient oak which is blown down 
and shivered upon the mountain top! 
All the apostles imbibed and were un- 
der the influence of the same ‘‘meek 
and quiet spirit, which in the sight of 
God is of great price.”—And now to 
adduce a brighter—even a spot}ess and 
finished example to all the dispensations 
of his Father’s providence, even the 
most trying—even before Pilate’s bar— 
even before the Jewish Sanhedrim— 
—in the garden, and when he bore his 
own cross along the streets of Jerusa- 
lem, receiving the bitter and causeless 
reproaches of ungodly men, and when 
he was dying on the very same cross, 
he made not one sinful c omplaint—he 
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spake not one single impatient word. 
He never had refused to submit perfect- 
ly to whatever his Father had decreed 
concerning him; and in his departing 
moment he said unto him, with com- 
plete confidence and submission, thy 
will be done; and, into thy hand I commit 
my spirit. Now unlesswe truly obey the 
divine commands, and imitate the holy 
examples of Christ and his saints, we 
cannot be Christians indeed; and then 
we shall not trust in God. 

2. It is evident that holy trust im- 
plies submission to all God’s providen- 
ces from the reason of the thing; for, 
unless we exercise such submission, we 
are not cordially pleased with the divine 
sovereignty, and betray therefore total- 
ly depraved hearts; that is, hearts pure- 
ly selfish and contracted; and in such 
hearts, so mean, so vile and rebellious, 
‘there dwelleth no good thing towards 
the Lord God of Israel.”” How then, 
sustaining this character, can we really 
place confidence in Jehovah? How can 
we love him, and prefer his glory to 
our own? Complete and absolute sove- 
reignty in disposing of all rational crea- 
tures, all things and events, according 
to his own good pleasure, which must 
be right? Forming characters, and 
preparing men for heaven, or hell, is a 
prerogative, which God will not re. 
nounce; and which he is just as unable 
to renounce, as he is to be no longer 
God and to become nothing. And there 
ig as strong a reason why we should vol- 
untarliy submit to all, as to any of the 
providences of the Most High; because 
he hath as good and the same glorious 
end in view, in purposing and bringing 
to pass one, as another; and he who is 
unsubmissive to all that God doth, 
cannot exercise that holy trust where- 
of Job speaksin the passage before cited. 

3. The doctrine is evident, moreover, 
from the experience of God’s people 
in all ages of the world. From their 
own experience they have unquestiona. 
bly learned, that before they cordially 
submitted to all the ways of the Lord, 
they trusted not in him—they hated his 
moral character and his ways—they had 
no true faith in Christ, and *‘no Christian 
self denial.’? But, as soon as they did re. 
ally submit to the divine word and ways, 
they placed in him implicit confidence, 
love prevailed—faith took a firm hold of 
the person, the atonement, and promi. 
ses of the Redeemer—joy and peace 
abounded—they were dead to sin and 
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if this incipient work of divine grace jp 
their hearts created such submission, con. 
fidential and lovely exercises; what will 
they be in heaven, where they will be 
completely conformed to God’s mora] 
image, and all the desires of their hearts 
will be in perfect unison with his. 

5. Taking God for a portion is implied 
in our trusting in him. ‘*Whom have [| 
in heaven but thee? and there is none 
on earth that I desire besides thee: m 
flesh and iny heart faileth; but God is 
the strength of my heart and my portion 
forever.”” And ‘‘the Lord is my por. 
tion,”’ saith, not only the Psalmist, but 
every holy soul. ‘*God is the only ade. 
quate good tothe imrortal mind. Ged 
is a bottomless and shoreless ocean of 
good: him therefore we should prefer to 
all that is in heaven and on earth, and 
that might be there. And if we do not 
prefer the public to our own private and 
separate interest; the church to the 
world; heaven to earth; and God to all 
angels, and men, and all things what- 
ever, our hearts being radically defect: 
ive, we cannot actually put our trust in 
him only. We must view and esteem 
him, as our chief good; as our highest 
joy; as ‘‘our only portion,” and ‘‘ex. 
ceeding great reward,” before we can 
delight in his holy character, and rest in 
his mercy. On that thing which we 
make a portion, or consider as our chief 
good, we are prone to re/y; and in that 
person whom we ardently love, there is 
no difficulty in placing a firm and impli- 
citconfidence. That thisis probadly the 
case, reason and common sense would 
lead us to suppose; and that it ie, in fact, 
the case, experience proves. From 
analogy then, we might conclude, that if 
we take the Lord our God for our por- 
tion and highest good, and make his glo- 
ry the ultimate object of our pursuits, we 
shall naturally ‘‘trust in him with all our 
heart, and lean not to our own under- 

| standings;” and what analogy shadows 
forth, and philosophy conjectures, Di- 
vine Revelation clearly reveals, positive- 


ly decides, and affectionately urges. 


From the bible we learn, that if we do 
make creatures and the world our por- 
tion, we shall rely on them; but if we 
view God as our only adequate good, 
and the everlasting portion of our souls, 
then shall we rest upon Him, in Jesus 
Christ alone, ‘‘as he is offered unto us 
in the gospel;” and relying on the good 
and faithful promises of Jehovah, our feet 
will stand onthe rock, against which the 


the world—with all the decorations and |} wild and heavy waves of the ocean will 
‘rorks of God they were delighted; and || dash in yain;---‘*on a foundation infinitely 
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nal in the heavens!” } 
6. ‘*Trusting in the Lord Jehovah, in 


frmer than mountains of brass!” ‘‘eter- 
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for a harvest and for a good living in the 
worldand for a long and happy life? Does 
he put in God a rational pious trust?— 


whom is everlasting strength,” implies || And what shall we say of the sinner, or 
also faithfully using the means, where- || thesaint, whoexpects sanctification with- 


with he hath furnished us, of obtaining 
both earthly and spiritual, temporal and 
eternal good. In God’s works of crea- 
tion and providence, and in his work of | 
redemption, means have been used ; God 
himself uses means, to accomplish his 
yast and glorious works, both in the 
church and in the world; he hath com- 
manded us to use means to accomplish 
our works also; and the command is rea- 
sonable; for our nature and condition 
render the use of means altogether pro- 
per and fit, and unspeakably important. 
To obtain the good things of this life, 
and the eternal blessedness of the other 
world, in the use of means, is far better 
for us than the acquisition could be with- 
out their use; as in this way our minds 
are rendered active: habits, important 
tous, or to other men, or on the great 
scale valuable, are formed and retained; 
actions are done, which otherwise would 
not be done, and events happen that will 
be productive in some way, of immense 
good; and the Lord will receive from 
his rational creatures more honor and 
glory, than if means had never been or- 
dained, employed and managed by him- 
self. 

Now if we say, we trust in God, 
though we use not the means which God 
hath appointed, whereby he will confer, 
and we can receive temporal and spirit- 
ual good, is our trust genuine? and have 
we reason to believe, that as our trust 
stands unconnected with the use of ne- 
cessary and divinely appointed means, 
itis any thing better than bold presump- 
tion, vain contidence, an idle disposition, 
gross hypocrisy, and a cloak to hide our 
moral depravity? And have we réason 
to believe that we shall be prepared for 
heaven, in the neglect and contempt of 
the means by which the Lord hath pre- 
pared his elect for that blessed and eter- | 
nal world? 

What would you think of a youth | 
who imagines he shall become a learned | 
Man without study; and who supposes 
he trusts in God for knowledge, tho’ he 
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out prayer, hearing or believing the word, 
or using the means of grace, wherein 
God trains up for his eternal kingdom of 
light and love his chosen people? ._What 
he calls trust is only presumption and a 
mockery of God, and a refusal to be sa- 
ved in the way of the Gospel, which isa 
way of sovereign power and human eX« 
ertions, of free grace and of means. 

Thus itappears, that genuine trust in 
God implies real knowledge of the Divine 
perfections, a resting on the goodness 
of God, acquiescence in his goverment, 
submission to all his providences, taking 
him for a portion, and faithfully usin 
means according to his appointment, 

REFLECTIONS, 

What need have we to trust in God? 
What a vain and sinful world do we live 
in! Sickness, pain, weakness, decay, 
disappointments, tears, poverty, re- 
proach, peril, war, despair,death! **Van- 
ity of vanities, vanity of vanities, all is 
vanity and vexation of spirit!!” And sin 
reigns unto death! Of the whole body 
of men, how few love God, believe in 
Christ and keep his commandments! 
Vast therefore is the number of sinners 
who are prepared for ‘‘the dreadful 
wrath that is fast coming upon the 
wicked.”’ 

But let us remember that God sends 
whatever afflictions we undergo. God 
is infinite in knowledge and holiness,and 
absolute perfection; therefore all his 
ways are right and just and benevolent, 
altogether. God and his holy law, the 
Lord Jesus Christ and his gospel,under- 
go no change; and divine truth remain- 
eth the same, however fluctuating and 
erroneous may be the opinions of men. 
Men have much ignorance and sin; and 
are therefore incompetent judges of the 
Divine conduct; and they are worthy of 
whatever adversity God may send, and 
{to ulieryo whatever punishment he 
may inflict. Whoever be may be, if he 
hath infinite knowledge, goodness and 
truth, he cannot be a being unwor- 
thy of our supreme love, confidence and 


refuses to use those means, in the use || Joy; and whatever he doth, must be 


Whereof, knowledge can only be acqui- | 
ted? What say you of a man who be- | 
lieves that he shail have an harvest with- 
out ploughing and sowing,that he shall | 
live as long as any man, tho’ he should 
never eat, drink or sleep; and who says, 
{ trust in the ord and not in myself, 


right, whether he sends or withholds af- 
flictions; whether he renews and for- 
gives, ortaketh away his Holy Spirit 
and condemns, Therefore, 

No affliction, however:great and trying 
—no condition of human life, in which 
God hath placed or wherein we may ex- 
pect he will place us, should in the 
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least degree abate our love, weaken our 
attachment to him and shake our confi- 
dence in the rectitude of his motives, 
nor in the word of his ce, whatever 
our own character and feelings may be, 
and whatever may be his treatment of 
us. Ashe remaineth the same infinitely 
wise and benevolent God, there will be 
as good a reason for loving and trusting in 
him in the time of earthly peril and dis- 
tress, asin seasons of the greatest ap- 
parent satety, prosperity and happiness; 
and when our hearts are right, we shall 
entrust our souls with him, and rejoice 
that he reigns. 

Let us be thankful that we are less af- 
flicted than others. While some have 
wounded limbs, are in a burning fever, 
are in a wasting and fatal consumption, 
or are sinking in the waves, or confined 
in prison, or are deprived of reason, or 
are dying on the gibbet, or expiring 
without the grace of Christ and are fall- 
ing into hell; we are in an opposite con- 
dition:—and if any of us are sanctified 
and forgiven, thro’ the power and grace 
af God in the Lord Jesus Christ; and 
have areal standing in the holy Church; 
then what gratitude should arise in our 
hearts unto God, who hath had mercy 
on our souls, and hath made us widely 
to differ from others. We shall die as 
as wellas others. But we shall pass into 
heaven, and be with Christ forever; for 
‘Christ will make us pillars in the 
temple of his God; and we shall go no 
more out.”’ 

Finally, let us feel the vast importance 
of being prepared to die. Life is short 
and uncertain, death; is near;-——and 
**without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord.” Love to God and trusting in 
him; faith in the Redeemer and repen- 
tance for sin will prepare us for the hap- 
piness and glory of the upper world. 

And while we remain on earth and far 
from ‘‘our heavenly home,” Let us live 
by faith, submit to God and place full 
confidence in his word. By the psalm- 
ist it is wrilten—‘*Trust in the Lord. 
They that trust in the Lord shall be as 
Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, 
but abideth forever. They that trust in 
the Lord shall not want any good thing.” 
Solomon says—‘‘Trust in the Lord with 
all thine heart, and lean not unto thine | 
own understanding. He that trusteth in 
his own heart is a fool.” Isaiah, the 
prophet writes—‘‘Trust ye in the Lord 
forever; for in the Lord Jehovah is ev- 
erlasting strength. And Jeremiah di- 
rects the saints to exercise the same 
gtace. ‘‘Blessed is the man that trusteth 


2 the Lord,and whose hope the Lord is.” 


I shall conclude with the words of 
Habakkuk, the prophet—‘‘Although the 
fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shal} 
fruit be in the vines; the labour of the 
olive shall fail, and the fields shall yeild 
no meat, the flock shall be cut off from 
the fold,and there shall be no herd inthe 
stalls; yet will I rejoice in the Lord, 
I will joy in the God of my salvation.” 


C. G, 
~08e~- 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
SERMON, 


By the late Rev. Moses Young, of Romulus, 
PHILLIPPIANS 2. 12, 13. 

Work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling: for it is God which worketh 
in you both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure. 

(Concluded from p. 305.) 

We divided this subject into two parts, 

1. The fact stated, respecting God’s 
universal agency in the moral world, ex. 
ercised in his working in all his intelli 
gent creatures both to will and to do of 
his good pleasure; and, 

2. The duty which in this connexion 
is enjoined upon sinners to work out 
their own salvation with fear and trem. 
bling; the obligation of which is predi- 
cated on the above fact. To the first 
we have already attended. We consid. 
ered and illustrated the universal extent 
of the divine agency in the moral world, 
and confirmed the truth of it by argu- 
ments and illustrations, drawn both from 
reason and scripture. We also defined 
free agency, and shewed that it consists 
simply in willing and in doing, under the 
direction of their wills. And that the 
circumstances of dependence or inde- 
pendence, holiness or sin, do not affect 
at all the abstract idea of a free moral 
agent; so that God in working in crea- 
tures both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure, so far from impairing or de- 
stroying their free agency, actually pro- 
motes it ia the highest manner, and thus 
lays a proper foundation both of obliga- 
tion and accountability. And this pre- 
pares us now, 

2. Toconsider the duty enjoined upon 
sinners in the text, to work out their 
own salvation with fear and trembling. 
And also to shew the consistency betwixt 
this duty and their entire dependence 
upon God’s working in them both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure. And 
here it is to be observed, that the duty 
under consideration relates to sinners; 
for nene others have any occasion to 
work out their salvation. Angels are not 
the subjects of such a direction. Sinners 
are ina state ofruin, And their run 
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jies in their sinfulness and depravity; 
and unless they are delivered from this, 
they must soon perish forever without 


remedy. 

And let it be further observed, that 
the text imposes upon sinners them- 
selves, the task of working out their 
own salvation, which leads us to con- 
clude that when rightly understood, it 
will be found to be a practicable thing, 
and that a fair and proper obligation to 
do it rests upon us, together with all 
that vast weight of responsivility which 
the importancejof the work, in connexion 
with its interminable consequences, can 
create. Neither ourcondition as depend- 
ant beings, nor our total depravity as 
sinners, aor yet the duty enjoined upon 
us to work out our salvation, is of such 
anature as to create any insuperable ob- 
stacle in the way of obedience, or in the 
least to impair our obligation to accom- 
plish the mighty task, or diminish our 
accountability or guilt, if we neglect or 
fail to perform it. This may seem 
strange and inconsistent to many, but it 
isa solemn and eternal truth, with which 
Iwish to enlighten and convince your 
minds. ‘There are numbers here, who, 
though once blind and ignorant, yet now 
see and feel it in spiritual demonstration. 
And you are all equally capable, and it 
infinitely concerns you, my dear hearers, 
to bend your whole attention to this sub 
ject until you see and feel the truth and 
consistency of it. 

Do you think that God would impose 
such a command upon us if we were in- 
capable of obeying it? And if we neg- 
lect it, will he not hold us accountable, 
and punish us for our disobedience? 
Yes, my hearers, Iam firmly persuaded, 
that ifwe are not saved, the whole blame 
willat last rest upon ourselves. It is 
true if we had been left under the 
broken law, there could have been no 
hope. Our condition in this case would 
be that of the spirits in prison, where | 
the sound of salvation is never heard, 
ner the thought of it ever enters the 
heart. In this condition, evidently no 
command like this in our text could 
with propriety be given, and no obliga- 
tion of obedience imposed. The thing 
would be every way impracticable. But 
very different from this is our favored 
Situation. Life and immortality shine 
upon us through the gospel, and we are 
now directed to awake out of sleep, and | 
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arise from the dead, encouraged hy the 
assurance that Christ shall give us light, 
in the gospel a glorious salvation is pre- 
sented before us: and this gospel places | 
USin a situation in which it is made to 
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depend upon ourselves whether we are 
saved or whether we perish. It puts 
us, my shearers, in such a peculiar junc- 
ture of circumstances, as to make it 
proper to say untous, as in the text, 
‘*Work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling; for it is God that work- 
eth in you both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure;” and by this direction is 
imposed upon us, not only a sacred and 
practicable duty, but an inestimabic pri- 
vilege, together with an obligation, to 
the violation of which alone our subse- 
quent ruin can be ascribed. 

I wish now to call your attention more 
particularly tothe nature of the duty 
here enjoined. ‘‘Work out your own 
salvation with fear ani trembling.” 

Yes, my friends, it isa work Itis not 
a trifling thing that can be done with 
little or no attention and effort. Itisa 
work which, if you ever perform, will 
bring into requisition all your powers; 
yea, you will have to take hold on al- 
mighty strength! You will have to re- 
nounce all confidence in yourselves, all 
dependance on finite aid. If you look 
carefully at the nature of it, and at the 
terms by which it is expressed in the 
word of God, you will at once despair of 
ever accomplishing it,unless you can en- 
gage the strength of God to be made 
perfect in your weakness. This work 
is every where in the scriptures ascribed 
to the power of God. ‘*The salvation 
ofthe righteous is of the Lord.” Itis 
the Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh profi- 
teth nothing.” Sinners are never sav- 
ed by works of righteousness which they 
have done, (that is in their own strength 
but according to God’s mercy throug 
the washing of regeneration and the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost. But still 
God does not do it exclusively of our 
agency. We are not asleep, nor are 
we sunk in spiritual carelessness and 
sloth; norimmersed in the sensual pleas- 
ures of this life when it takes place. 
But weare attending with all our might, 
and with solemn interest, to the things 
that belong to our everlasting peace, 
Though God does the work by the pow- 
er of his spirit, it isalways by an excite- 
ment of the creature’s agency He 
works in the creature both to wi/i and to 
do it himself. There is a perfect june- 
tion (so to speak,) and co-operation 
both of the agency of God, and the 
agency of the creature, and the work is 
the result of these combined agencies. 
It is of such a nature that it cannot be 
otherwise wrought. And this lays the 
foundation for ascribing it, as occasion 
requires, either to God or to the creature 
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himself. Only it is ever to be remem- 
bered wheh it is ascribed to the creature, 
that he does not co-operate with God, 
like a separate and independent agent. 
But the work itself consists wholly in the 
proper exercise of his own agency, in en 
tire dependence, however, upon the efh- 
cient agency of God. In other words, 
it is the creature who wills and does the 
work as fully as though he stood alone, 
and independant. But God does it too, 
because he is the necessary efficient; 
and must work in the creature both to 
will and to do, in order to his either will- 
ing or doing it. The creature’s agency 
is so dependant on the agency of God, 
as to be nullified and destroyed when 
separated from it. Hence the proprie- 
ty and importance of ascribing the work 
both te God and the creature, as we 
every where see it to be in the scrip- 
tures. And it is here, and here only, 
that we can find the consistency of this 
mode of representing it. The depend- 
ant relation which men hold to God, 
is such, as that all their actions may be, 
and frequently are, with equal propriety, 
ascribed both tohimandtothem. And 
this single principle will solve a seeming 


bible to the other. 

We have hitherto spoken of the nature 
of the work enjoined in the text, in re- 
lation to the dependant agency of sin- 
ners. Let us iow, 

2. Consider it abstractly, in its own 
nature. In what does it consist? What 
are we required to do? 
work out your own salvation. 
is it to work out our own salvationf 
you will consider what salvation is, my 
friends, you will have a fair view of this 
question, and you will see where the 
answer lies, Salvation may be express- 
ed as consisting in a Sinner’s return to 
God, or in reconciliation and spiritual 
union with him. It is abstractly distin- 
guishable from the gospel which dis- | 
plays the method by which it is effected. | 
Sinners are lost. And their ruin lies in | 
what is called their departure from God. | 
They have forsaken the fountain of liv- | 
ing waters, and have hewed to a 


difficulty which runs from one cnd of the | 


selves broken cisterns which can hold 
no water. They have not, however, 
literally escaped from the hand of God, 
They are as much dependant on him as | 
saints and angels are, who feel and re- | 
joice in their dependance; and he works 
in them to will and to do in all their ac- | 
tivity as much as if they were ever so | 
huinble, submissive, and obedient, and | 
without him, if they would but know it, | 


| 


| 


; > 
The text says, 1 whole salvation of the gospel. 
But what || sanctification, or deliverance from sin, 
If || the bondage of spiritual death, and it is 
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they can do nothing at all. Their y 
parture consistsjin a voluntary alienatio, 
of feeling from God, by which all Senge 
of dependence and obligation and cop, 
sequently all affections of humility, gra. 
titude, love and praise, are annihilated 
and the opposite feelings of pride, jn. 
gratitude, and everyjfselfish and wicked 
affection, which are called the Justs of 
the flesh, spentaneously spring up jy 
the soul. Now, whoever will consider 
the real situation of people of this tem. 
per of mind, under the perfect and up. 
changing government of Jehovah, who. 
ever will duly consider the guilt which 
they are contracting by rebellion against 
all the sacred and inviolable obligations 
under which they live, and the horror 
and despair which must seize them when 
their eyes open upon the truth, will 
havea view of their ruin, which must 
make them tremble. It is a state of 
spiritual and everlasting death. Now 
it is easy to see that no salvation can 
avail them any thing, but one which 
changes their characters, reconcilesthem 
unte God, and effects a spiritual union 
of their souls to him. In this union to 
God, which is effected by a voluntary 
concurrence of the sinner’s heart withhis 
universal and sovereign agency, associat: 
ed with a pure and supreme delight in 
his holy character and law, and sweet 
surrendry of his whole self and all other 
creatures and thing's to his divine dispo- 
sal, to be rendered subservient to his 
own glory. In this union J say, lies the 
This is 


deliverance from condemnation. It 
comprises pardon, justification and eter- 
nal life. When we are directed there- 
fore, to work out our own salvation, 
obedience consists ina feeling of love, 
submission, humility, gratitude, prayer, 
faith, or any other virtue or spiritual af- 
fection. Any holy affection of beart, is 
an act of obedience to this command; 
it effects the important union, and ac- 
complishes the great work of our salva- 
tion. Inthe first affection of this kind 
we actually arise from spiritual death to 
newness of life, It is a change of heart 
which is in its own nature active. And 
as it respects our agency it is obedience 
to the divine command, ‘*Make your- 
selves a new heart and a new spirit.” 
And as it respects the divine agency, by 
which ours is always sustained, it is re- 
generation, or the new birth, in which 
we are quickened by the Spirit and crea- 
ted anew in Christ Jesus unto good 
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works. God is the sovereign efficient, , God works in us therefore to will and to 
and the creature, the dependant, and# do according as we will, he does not 


et active voluntary agent. Or he} impair, but on the contrary promotes 
works out his salvation, (notin a stupid, || our freedom in the highest degree. 
assive manner, ) but with fear and trem- || But perhaps some of you see a difficulty 
bling; for he begins to realize now || in the circumstance of his working in his 
what he was always regardless of before, || creatures to will and to do of his good 
that it is God which worketh in him|| pleasure. Yes, here is a difficulty which 
both to will and to do of his good pleas- || I am sensible supremely selfish creatures 
yre. will find it hard to surmount. If sinners 
And now, because this change in the could know that God did every thing in 
first instance does not complete the || accommodation to their,selfish views and: 
work of salvation, but only begins it, || desires,and not ofhis own good pleasure, 
hence the necessity of that progressive | and after the council of his own will, 
work, which is called sanctification, ||they would have no fault to find—they 
which is carried on upon the same prin- ;would feel no uneasiness or anxious 
ciples and in the same way as it was be- / doubts and fears. But because God is 
gun. And it consists, as it respects the || an almighty sovereign—because he re 
creature’s agency,,in what is called‘‘put- || gards his own glory supremely, and be- 
ting off the old man with his deeds, and | cause he is so unchangeably holy as 
inputting on the new man,” which, || never to be influenced in one of his 
(now, here we have the divine agency | acts by any other consideration than the 
introduced) ‘*which after God is created || highest promotion of that glory which 
in righteousness and true holiness.” In || sinners care nothing about, their selfish- 
regeneration we begin, and in progres- ||ness takes the alarm, and all the soul is 
sive sanctification we go on to work out ||awake in clamorous opposition. And 
and complete our salvation with fear!|the universal decision is, we will not 
andtrembling, in dependance upon God, || have him to reignover us. Tell them 
who, by his powerful and all sustaining | that God has made them and all things 
spirit, works in us,as he does in all his in- ; for himself, and that he rules in and 
telligent creatures, both to will and to! reigns over all, to show forth his own 
do of his good pleasure; and thus that perfections, and his praise, and then 
takes place which Peter remarks to the || bring this sovereign being, with all his 
christians to whom he wrote, ‘*¥e have 1 mighty government, near to them, 
purified your souls in obeying the truth | make them realize that they themselves 
through the spirit.”” And thus all true jj and all theirinterestsare involved in this 
christians begin and persevere in this great plan of operations, and that God 
work, until through faith and patience | actually works in them to will and to do 
they are partakers with them who have || of his own good pleasure, to make them 
inherited the promises. lin the very best manner, subservient to 
And now my hearers, bringing togeth-'! his own great end, and you excite in 
er the scriptural view which has been | theirheartthe rage and the anguish of 
taken of the universal agency of God in |! the damned. Ifany ofyou, my hearers, 
the moral world, with the duty enjoined | feel thus, we cannot help it, norcan you 
upon us in the text, and in all the re-' blame any body but yourselves. Youcan- 
quirements of God’s word, are we not || not blame us, nor consider us your ene- 
all prepared to say that they are perfect- || mies, simply because we tell you the truth. 
ly harmonious and consistent with each | We neithercreate noralter any thing, but 
other? We cannot object to God’s | only tell you in an affectionate manner, 
working in usto will and to do; for this | what is,has been, and always will be true. 
would be quarrelling not only with God, || Nor can you blame God because he man- 
but with our own existence as free mor- || ifests his unchanging holiness in pursu- 
alagents. Ifhe should cease todo this, || ing his own glory rather than your selfish 
it would make an instantaneous end of us. || interests, which isan infinitely more wor- 
For we have no sufficiency of ourselves | thy and important object,you yourselves 
to think anything as of ourselves,but all || being judges. The whole difficulty of 
our sufficiency is of God. He can work | sinners lies with the sovereignty of God. 
inusto will andto do,but he cannot give | They cannot bear the thought, of his 
us independent powers of action, Nor)! working in them to will an to do, be- 
does our dependance throw the least re- ; cause he does it of his own good pleas- 
straint upon our freedom. This is as | ure. They do not know but he will fit 
Perfect us it could be were we completely | them as vessels of wrath for destruction, 
independent. Free agency consists in | and display his glorious justice in their 
Willing, and in doing as we will. When |j punishment. At any rate, if he disposes 
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of them only for his own glory, he is 
sure to displease them, for they are su- 
premely selfish and care nothing about 
that glory. If God would work in them 
to will and to do of their own good pleas- 
ure,and dispose of them for their own glo- 
ry, they would be content. But to know 
that he has made and governs and will 
dispose of them for himself, fills them 
with distress. And here we see how 
the carnal mind is enmity ggainst God. 
it disregards God’s glory, and sets up 
another interest in opposition to it,for it 
tis not subject ¢o the law of God, neither 
indeed canbe.” Selfishness will always 
resist God, for he hates it infinitely, 
and every measure of his government 
goes to crush and destroy it. And thus 
we see, that all difficulty lies between 
God and selfishness, and does not arise 
from any inconsistency between truth 
and duty. 

And now, the only thing, my hearers, 
that we can do, is to acquiesce uncondi- 
tionally in God’s sovereign will,and sub- 
mit to his ruling in us and reigning over 
us and disposing of us and all things for 
his own glory, or else perish forever in 
ourrebellion. Yousee there is no alter- 
native. God’s goveri-ment must stand, 
for it is founded in wisdom, truth and 
power. If we resist it, it will crush us. 
But if we submit, we shall find it fraught 
with pardoning grace, and full of salva- 
tion. Submission—what is it but the 
very act of werking out our own salva- 
tion. Instead of falling out, it is return- 
ing and falling in with God. In answer 
to his demaad, it is giving him our 
hearts. And this, blessed be his name, 
is a gift which he graciously accepts. 
And here our salvation begins, and is 
earried on in the same way unto perfec- 
tion. 

And now, my friends, I enforce upon 
you all the obligation of the duty incul- 
cated in the text. Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling. And 
I enforce it by the consideration that it 
is God that worketh in you both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure. He 
always has done thus,and he always will 
do it. Our ruin consists in revolting from 
this government in the feelings of our 
hearts, when we cannot rescue our- 
selves from its disposing power but on- 
ly draw down upon our heads that de- 
struction in which its prosperity must 
involve us. And our salvation, on the 
other hand, consists in our returning and 
making our humble and unconditional 
submission to the sovereign of the uni- 
verse, and accepting a gracious pardon 
of our rebellion, freely offered through 


the gospel. This involves, indeed, ap 
entire renunciation of ourselves, and qi) 
our selfish interests,and a free consecra. 
tion of all te God and his glory. But this 
sacrifice must be made, or there igs no 
salvation for us. God most reasonab| 
exacts this sacrifice at our hands, and he 
can never accept of any thing short of this 
To withhold this is to persist in rebellion 
and rush upon certain destruction, to 
yield it is to take hold on Almighty 
and strengthwork out our own salvation. 
And here, my friends, we may dis. 
cern the precise difference between the 
righteous and the wicked, between him 
that serveth God and him that serveth 
him not. They are both alike in re. 
gard totheir dependance. God works 
in both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure, and thus lays both under 
equal obligation to glorify God in their 
bodies and spirits which are his. And 
the one acquiesces in his government, 
loves his glory as the only worthy ob. 
ject and yields all his powers in subseryi- 
ency toit. The other resists and denies, 
| sets up his own selfish interest and lives 
to himself. And let each one of us ask 
himself, to which, these classes he be. 
longs? I trust some of you are God’s 
humble and obedient children. To you 
| his word is fraught with encouragement 
and comfort. Let it dwell in your 
hearts,my brethren,richly in all wisdom, 
and bring forth in your lives the peacea- 
poe fruits of righteousness. Go on, as 
you have begun, working out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, and 
be stimulated more, and more, by 
the growing conviction that it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and 
| to do of his good pleasure; and, ere long, 
| you shall find yourselves complete in 
him and in the full enjoyment of bis eter- 
nal glory. And on the other hand I ear- 
nestly warn sinners of their guilt and 
danger, and earnestly beseech them to 
become reconciled to God and flee from 
the wrath which is to come. 
—hLim 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 


CONFERRED ON THE GROUND OF THE 
ATONEMENT, 


It isreadily admitted, that the Son of 
God made atonement for the sins of the 
whole world. It is also emitted that 
the remission of sins is conferred in con- 
sideration of what Christ hasdone. So far 
those are agreed, who truly acknow- 
ledge the plenary inspiration of all scrip- 
ture. But all such will not so readily 


FORGIVENESS OF SINS, THE ONLY FAVOUR 
= fhe trath of the doctrine above 
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stated. For many of them suppose, 
thatevery favor which God confers on 
the world of mankind, comes to them 
through the blood of Christ. But 
this supposition is inconsistent with | 
both reason and scripture. Hence, 
we shall endeavor to establish the po- 
sition, That the forgiveness of sins | 
is the only favor conferred on the | 
ground of the atonement. 

As we are now treading upon con- 
troverted ground, it will be necessary | 
to proceed with perspicuity and pre- 
cision. In order, therefore, to pre- 
sent the doctrine in a clear light, we | 
shill 

[. Show what is to be understood | 
by the atonement. 

Il. What is intended by the for-' 
giveness of sins, and, | 

lif. Make it appear, that the for- | 
giveness of sins is the only favor, con- | 
ferred on the grouud of the atone- | 
ment. | 

I. We are to show, what is to be | 
understood by the atonement. | 

The doctrine of atonement is one | 
of vital importance in the christian 
system. It is one that has excited 
much controversy; and in respect to 
which, many unscriptural notions 
have been entertained. It may be| 
useful to remark, that the word, atone: | 
ment, is found only in the Old ‘Testa 
ment. What the Old calls atone- 
ment, the New calls propitiation. But 
they both mean precisely the same | 
thing. And here we would observe, | 

That the perfect, active obedience | 
of Christ, forms no part of the atone- | 
ment which he made for sin. As a| 
man, he was under obligation, as | 
muc h as any other moral agent, to | 
keep the whole law. Now the law | 
requires perfect obedience. Thow 
shalt love the Lord thy God, with all | 
thy heart, and thy ne ighbor as thyself. 
Is the whole heart required? ‘Then 
the man, Christ Jesus, could not obey 
fur himself and others; and, conse- 
quently, his obedience can never be 
offered as a reason, why favor should 
be conferred on the ill-deserving. As 
(sod over all, he was under infinite 
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obligation to himself—even to the God- 
head, to act in perfect consistency with 
his high and exalted character. In 
obeying the divine law, then, the Lord 
Jesus did no more than his whole du- 
ty. Hence he has no extra righteous- 
ness tocommunicate. How, then, can 
his obedience make an atonement for 
sin, or form any part of such an atone- 
ment? Moral character is wholly per- 
sonal, The moral character of God, 
belongs exclusively to himself. The 
moral character of the elect angels, be- 
longs exclusively to themselves. The 
moral character of fallen angels, be- 
longs exclusively to themselves. The 
moral character of saints, whether in 
heaven, or upon earth, belongs exclu- 
sively tothemselves. ‘The moral char- 
acter of sinners, whether in this, or in 
the eternal worlde of despair, belongs 
exclusively to themselves. In like 
manner, the moral character ef Chri ist, 
belongs exclusively to himself. Hence 
as moral character is w holly personal, 
there is no more propriety in saying, 
that the active obedience of Christ 
forms a part of the atonement, than 
there is in saying, that the atonement 
consists, in any degree, in the obedi- 
ence of any other moral agent. It 
nevertheless became him, who was the 
brightness of his Father’s glory, and 
the express image of his person, to be 
holy, harmless, and undefiled. So 
much was necessary, in order to his 
making propitiation for the sins of the 
world. His perfect obedience, there- 
fore, was a necessary qualification to 
the performance of his work; but it 
constitutes no part of the atonement, 
which he made for sin. This position 
will appear still more evident, by ma- 
king it manifest, that 
The atonement of Christ consists 
entirely in his sufferings and death. 
And this may be done both from rea- 
son and scripture. Now the divine 
law com:nands entire obedience; and 
threatens, in case of disobedience, ev- 
erlasting punishment. When there- 
fore, the law is violated, the sinner has 
nothing to expect, but the full execu- 
tion of its penalty. So much, the jus- 
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tice of God, the divine law, and the 
good of the universe, require. Hence, 
if the execution be suspended, in con- 
sequence ofan atonement, it must ne- 
cessarily consist in suffering. Nothing 
else will answer the demands of pub- 
lic justice, and maintain the dignity 
and authority of the divine law. No- 


thing else will manifes: the justice of 


God in passing by the offence—in par- 
doning the sinner. Nothing else will 
secure the good of the universe, and 
the allegiance of his moral subjects. 
Nothing else will manifest his utter ab- 
horrence of all sin, and his unyielding 
determination to support the majesty 
of his law, by giving to every one a 
just recompense of reward. Such is 
the voice of reason; and such is the 
voice of revelation. “And they sung 
a new song, saying, Thou art worthy 
to take the book, and to open the seals 
thereof; for thou wast slain, and hast 
redeemed us to God by thy blood, out 
of every kindred, and tongue, and peo- 
ple, and nation. Of all the redeemed, 
it is said, “These are they which came 
out of great tribulation, and have wash- 
ed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb.” “In 
whom,” says the apostle, “we have 
redemption through his blood, the for- 
giveness of sins, according to the riches 
of his grace.”’ In this, and in a par- 
aliel passage, the expression, ‘the for- 
giveness of sins,” is evidently used 
as explanatory of the term, “redemp- 
tion,” the apostle meaning no more by 
the latter, than is included in the for- 
me. In the first epistle of Peter, we 
are told in what the atonement con- 
sists, through which, believers obtain 
redemption “Forasmuch as ye know, 
that ve were not redeemed with cor- 
ruptible things as silver and gold—but 
with the precious blood of Chlirist.’’ 
“He was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, and bruised for our iniquities.” 


tle to the Hebrews, it is thus Written 
“And almost all.things are, by the 
law, purged with blood; and without 
shedding of blood is no remission.” 
| Now it is certain, that suffering and 
death are the result of the shedding of 
blood. Hence, as it is only through 
| the precious blood of Christ, that be. 
| lievers obtain redemption or the foy. 
giveness of sins; the atonement made 
for sin, must consist in his sufferings 
and death. To the same result will 
all such be driven, whu impartially at. 
tend to the plain dictates of reason, 
For when the Lord Jesus entered once 
for all into the holy of holies, and of. 
fered up himself a sacrifice for sin, he 
| made a wonderful display of the jus- 
| tice of God, by magnifying the divine 
law and in making it appear, that it 
was honorable both in its precept and 
in its penalty. We pass, 

Il. To show what is intended by 
the forgiveness of sins. In the lan- 
guage of scripture, the forgiveness, 
pardon, and remission of sins—the 

| blotting out, covering, and hiding 
| of sin, are expressions, all meaning 
|| precisely the same thing. ‘The former 
| mode is peculiar to the New Testa- 
ment, the latter to the Old. Now by 
violating the divine law, men have not 
only forfeited the favour of God, but 
have exposed themselves to endless 
perdition. Such is the evil, which the 
| law threatens to every sinner. “Curs- 
| 





ed is every one, that continueth not in 
all things, which are written in the 
book of the law to do them. The 
soul that sinneth it shall die. The 
wages of sin is death.” Everlasting 
punishment, then, is the threatened 
doom of all transgressors. Hence, 
the pardon of sin can mean nothing 
| more nor less, than a perfect, or en- 
| tire release from its just punishment; 
in other words, it is a full and com- 


|| plete exemption from all penal evil. 


5° ’ . . | ‘ . . . 
In Leviticus, God hath said, “For the |} Such forgiveness restores the sinner 


life of the flesh is in the blood: and J 


to the same standing as he occupied 


have given it to you upon the altar, to || before his fall. It cancels his neces 
make an atonement for your souls; for |] sity of suffering the penalty of the di- 
it is the blood that maketh an atone- || vine law. reinstates him in the divine 
ment for the soul.” And in the epis- | lavor, and restores him to all the priv- 
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*iliges, immunities, and blessedness of || here described as being one and the 
holy beings. Forgiveness, in this || same thing, with the blessedness of the 
sense of the term, is gospel justifica- || man whose sins are forgiven The cov=. 
tion. Some suppose, however, that || ering of sin, therefore, is gospel justifi- 
forgiveness is only a part of justifica- || cation. And it is with peculiar pro- 
tion—that it isa mere exemption from || priety called justification, as the re- 

unishment; while justification in- |] sult is the same as that of literal jus- 
cludes not only this, but a right to jj tification. It restores believers to the 
eternal life. But there is no founda- || favour of God, and places them in 
tion in scripture, for such a distinction. || that situation, in which they will sus- 
Here it may be useful to remark, that || tain the same relation to him, so far as 
justification ts a term derived from ju- || it respects the enjoyment of his favour, 
dicial proceedings. A man is ar-|| as all holy beings sustain. Having 
raigned at the tribunal of justice, and || shown what is intended by the for- 
charged with the commission of crime. | giveness of sins, and in what the 
In the course of the investigation, it || atonement consists, the way is now 
clearly appears, that the charge can- || prepared, 

not be sustained. Hence, he is de- lil. To make it appear that the 
clared just, absolved trom the accusa- || forgiveness of sins, is the only favour 
tion, or justified and set at liberty. || conferred on the ground of the atone- 
Now, it is easy to see, that justifica- || ment. 

tion, in this sense of the term, cannot || To confer a favor on the ground of 
be applied to sinners, arraigned at the |; the atonement, made by the Lamb of 
tribunal of God. Because every God, is to bestow it solely in consider- 








mouth shall be stopped, and the whole || ation of what he has done. Now, it 
world become guilty before him. || is readily admitted, that God-coniers 
Hence, as all are actually guilty, none |) many favors on the human family, 
can be literally justified. Gospel jus- || which would not have been given, 
tification, therefore, must be a pecul- || had no atonement been made tor sin. 
iar kind of justification. ‘the use of || But this is not inconsistent with the 
the term, in this case, is evidently tig- || fact, that j&stification is the only thing 
urative. When applied to believers, given in consideration of what Christ 
it signifies an entire acquittal from the has done. 
| 
| 


just punishment of sin. All, there- There is no need of an atonement, 
fore, whichis included in the remis- 
sion of sins, as complete gospel justi- 
fication, is complete forgiveness. This 
representation is according to scrip- 





| except for sin. God can, consistent- 
‘ly with his character, confer every 
| other favor without an atonement. 
| God is love. His heart is genuine be- 
ture. What David calls forgiveness, || nevolence. He delights in the hap- 
the apostle calls justification. In the } piness of his creatures. He delights 
fourth chapter of his epist!e to the Ro- || to do them good, to bestow upon them 
mats, Paul is describing guspel justifi- | all the blessedness, of which they are 
cations and, in order to illustrate the || capable, wherever it can be done con- 
subject, quotes several verses from the || sistently with his moral perfection, 
thirty-second psalm, in which David || with his huly law, and the adminis- 
is speaking to this effect;—“Blessed || tration of his perfect moral govern- 
are they whose iniquities are forgiven, ment. But upon sinners as such, he 
and whose sins are covered. Blessed || cannot consistently bestow favor. They 


‘ 


is the man to whom the Lord will not || have transgressed, and must suffer the 
impute sin.” Since, then, the bles- || penalty of the violated law. This, di- 
sedness, of which the apostle is here || vine justice and the good of the uni- 
speaking, is that of justification; it | verse, seem to require. Here then is 
cannot reasonably be denied, that the | a real obstacle in the way of their re- 
blessedness of a justified person is |{ ceiving any favor, at the hand of God. 
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And nothing, that they can ever do, 
will remove it. Sincere repentance, 
and perfect, future obedience, will not 
atone for the past. Hence, unless a 
ransom be found, God must punish 
them for their sin; which will forever 
preclude the possibility of his confer- 
ring upon them any favor. That this 
point may be set ina still clearer light, 
the following illustration is offered. 
A man, who has lived from his youth 
up in the most amiable manner, is 
charged with the commission of mur- 
der and is found guilty. Now, altho’ 
he may have manifested, since the 
deed was done, the most unfeigned and 
bitter repentance, and although he 
m::y have done that, for which a great 
reward has been offered; yet his re- 
pentance will avail nothing, neither 
can he receive the offered reward; be- 
cause the law and the good of his coun- 
try demand that he suffer the just pun- 
isnment of his crime. But if any 
plan can be devised, or any thing done, 
by which public justice shall be hon- 
ored, the dignity of the law maintain- 
ed, and the good of the community se- 
cured, the offender may then be par- 
doned; by which act he will be restor. 
ed to all the privileges and immunities 
of society, and stand as fair to be re- 
warded for any of his good conduct, 
as though he had never transgressed. 
Now it is easy to see, in this case, that 
so far as it respects the criminal, the 
atonement was made for the sole pur- 
pose of rendering it consistent with 
justice to grant him a full pardon; and 
itis easy to see also, that this is the 
only favor conferred upon him in con- 
sideration of this atonement. In like 
manner, the atonement of Christ, so 


ed. Anatonement for any other pur. 
pose is entirely unnecessary. Because 
God can, as consistently bestow bless. 
edness upon those whose sins are for. 
given, and without any reference to an 
atonement, as he can upon such ag 
have never sinned 
But if God can consistently with 
his character and government, confer 
all favours, except the forgiveness of 
sins, without an atonement, we may 
reasonably suppose, that he «oes act. 
ually thus confer them; that they all 
flow immediately from the infinitude 
'of his goodness. ‘This representation 
| appears to correspond with the scrip 
tures of truth. David, in his address 
to God says, Thou art good, and doest 
goods and thy tender mercies are over 
| all thy works. The Saviour, speak- 
| ing of the benevolence of his Father, 
tells us, That he causeth his sun to 
| rise on the evil and on the good; and 
;sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust. In the eighth chapter of the 
epistle to the Romans, it is thus writ- 
itens ‘He that spared not his own Son, 
i but delivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not with him also freely give 
us all things.’ Now it is certain, that 
Christ was delivered for our offences, 
even to make an atonement for sin, 
‘that God might be just, while pardon- 
ing him that believeth in Jesas. Hence 
ithe apostle justly infers the less from 
the greater, that if God was disposed to 
| grant us such an unspeakable gift, he 
| undoubtedly would, not in considera 
tion of what Christ has done, but with 
him freely, or rather gratuitously, 
give us all things else. Such is the 
| obvious meaning of the passage, which 
| may be thus concisely expressed: Has 











far as it respects sinners, was made for || Gad given his only Son to make pro- 
the purpose of rendering it consistent ; pitiation for sin? then we may be 
with divine justice, and the good of || assured, that he will, with this favor, 
the intelligent universe, to confer on | freely give us all other needful favors 
them the forgiveness of their sins. |) and blessings. 

And when their sins are forgiven, || That justification is the only favor, 
they stand as fair to enjov the favor of | conferred on the ground of the atone- 
God, as do the angels. Only make it ment, is still further evident from the 


consistent with the character of God || symbolical representations, which were 
to pardon the sinner, and all the pur- | used ander the Old Testament dispen- 
poses of an atonement are accomplish- || sation to prefigure the great sacrifice. 











rf 


Among the children of Israel, when |) 
an offence was committed, a sin- offer- | 


ing was to be made, on the ground of 
which, forgiveness might be obtained. | 
And once every year the high priest 
was directed to make an atonement 
for the sin of the whole congregation 
But for no other purpose was an atone- 
ment ever made. We have no ac- 
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this he cannot thus confer without am 
atonement. 
gift flows immediately from the infini- 
tude of the divine goodness, save the 
| forgiveness of sins, which is conferred 
solely in consideration of what Christ 
has done, and on condition of repent- 
ance and faith. 


Every good and perfect 


2ut to this statement of the doctrine 


count of such as were made to procure || of justification through the blood of 
any favor, except the pardon of sin. || Christ, some may be ready to object, 


Now a!l those sacrifices or sin-offer- 
ings, which were made under the Jew- 


ish dispensation, had in view the great | 
' 


propitiatory sacrifice, made by the Son | 
of God, and specifically point out the | 
object for which it was made. This 

account is confirmed by the New Tes- 
tament writers. The Savior is called 
“the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sin of the world.””. When the Lord 
Jesus instituted the sacrament of the 
supper, lie clearly pointed out the ob. 
ject for which he suffered and died. 
“This is my blood, which is shed for 
many, for the remission of sins.” 
Here the atonement, and the object for 





which it was made, are most distinct- || 


ly brought into view. Paul assures 
us. that God set forth Jesus Christ as 
a propitiatory sacrifice to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins 
—to declare his righteousness; that 
he might be just, and the justifier of 
him that believeth in Jesus. When. 
ever the forgiveness of sins is mention- 
ed,it is invariably done in connexion 
with the sufferings and death of Christ. 
Believers are said to be forgiven for 
his sake—to be justified by his blood 
—through faith in his blood. But 
when the bestowment of other things 
is brought into view, it is represented | 
as being done in a sovereign manner. 
and not for Christ’s sake. According- 
ly the scripture saints never prayed to 
God for any favor except forgiveness 
for Christ’s sake, but for his goodness’ 
sake, or for his mercy’s sake. And 
this is what we might naturally expect. 
For God, as a sovereign, can consist- 
ently bestow any favor upon holy be- 


that believers are required to ask eve- 


ry favor in his name; and consequent- 


ly, every favor is given on the ground 


of bis atonement. And such passages as 
ithe following, will be adduced as deci- 
sive of the question: “And whatseev- 
er ye shall ask in my name, that will 
I do, that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing 
in my name, I willdo it. And what- 
soever ye do in word or deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by him.” 
Now, in scriptural language, to do any 
thing, or to ask any thing, in the name 
of Christ, often means nothiog more 
than to do it, or to ask it, that his name 
mav he glorified. No other interpre- 
tation can be given to the passage— 
Whatsoever ye do in word or ceed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus; that 
is, do all to his glory. Besides, let it 
be observed, that the promise, “if ye 
shal! ask any thing in my name, I will 
do it.” was given to his immediate dis- 
ciples, who were endued with power 
from on high te heal the sick and cast 
out devils. Whatever they wished to 
have done in confirmation of their di- 
vine mission, and in order that the 
name of their Master might be glorifi- 
ed, they were directed to ask for, with 
the firm persuasion of its accomplish- 
ment; in which case, a promise was 
left them, that it should be according 
to their word. But the Savior has no 
where promised believers in general, 
that he will do every thing, which they 
may ask. It is evident therefore, that 
the above mentioned passages will fur- 
nish no support to the opinion, that 


Ings, Or upon beings in a state of pro- |] every favor, as well as the pardon of 


bation, except the pardon of sin; but !! sin, comes to believers through the 





































Nt ad ann ht ABD Nae AMPaa ns nn. 


aonaomtnte 


ee teen Gee At 


A EE A ED 





gre: we 
“ey 


- MeO OES = 
= 


Ee 
Seon 


a ee eee 
“> 


‘ 2 eZ? Se eA tei E a 
ee . a ae 


~~ 
. 


oceae S 


~ a= 
~ 


«Vaio 


~~ 


+ mee Hey 


~~ 


a Se . 


“aes 


— 
Sse A 
> clan mal led 

“ os 
« 


334 The Pilgrim’s Progress in the Nineteenth Century. 


blood of Christ. They have nothing 
to do with the subject; and conse- 
quently the objection is witheut found- 
ation. 

But shall we not always approach 
the Father in the name of Jesus? Most 
certainly. There is no other way in 
which saints can approach the throne 
of divine mercy, so long as they are 
morally imperfect. So long as they 
are sinners they will need the pardon 
of sin; and so long as they need this, 
they can approach unto God in no o- | 
ther way. Their prayer should be, | 
Forgive our sins for the sake of Je- 
sus; and for thy name’s sake conter 
upon us every needed favor. Hence | 
the fact, that it is suitable for believers 
always to make mention of the name 
of Jesus, in all their addresses at the 
throne of grace, is perfectly consistent 
with the doctrine, that the forgiveness 
of sins is the only favor which is con- 
ferred on the ground of the atonement. 


P.D.J. | 

(To be concluded.) | 
| 

| 

| 
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THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS IN THE NINE- 
TEENrH CENTURY—BY BUNYANUS. 
CHAPTER XV. 

Continued from page 300, 

Then Stephanus related his history, 
as follows: 

I was born in this place, of parents | 
who kept this house before me; and || 
was early taught to read the King’s | 
statute book, and to listen to the in- 
structions of the King’s ambassadors. 
Nothing worthy of being mentioned 
occurred in the early part of my life, 
till I was of age; only, that [ was quite 
weary of this valley, and of such a 
retired life as my parents led, and | 
longed to see more of the world. | 
had become also very neglectful of} 
the King’s book, which [avoided when | 
T could, and was quite averse to reli- 
gious instruction. 

When I was of age, I went first to |) 
the town of Vanity, where I resided |) 
a few years. And here, though I was |) 
much engaged in the business of the | 
fair, my religious education operated || 


as a restraint upon me, so that I gig 
not feel any inclination to join in ma. 
ny of the practices which are com. 
mon there. Yei, by degrees, the 
restraints I had felt became less, and 
[ began to associate with several] youn 
men of loose principles and vicious 
habits, and to spend my leisure hours 
intheir company. Still, however, | 
was resolved to maintain a fair char. 
acter among men, and to avoid an 
practice which was esteemed disre. 
putable. And I also spent a consid. 
erable portion of my time in reading 
such hooks as fell in my way. 

Being intent on rising in the world, 
and watching for an opportunity to ad- 
vance myself, [ readily embraced an 
occasion ef going to the city of De. 
struction, and engaging in business 
there, which I flattered myself would 
be more profitable. I continued there 
also several vears, without any material 
change in my circumstances. I tasted 
of the streams of sensual pleasure; but 
the waters made me sick and I refrain- 
ed. I dug in the mines of worldly 
gain, but without much success. I was 
most desirous of climbing the hill of 
wordly honor. [ looked at those who 
were ascending, and envied them the 
distinction they had attained. But the 
crowd of those who were pushing for- 
ward, and endeavoring to climb, was 
so great, that | could not make my 
way through them, even to the foot of 
the hill. 

During my stay there, U had gene- 
rally neglected to hear any of those 
who were called the ambassadors of 
the King, and spent my time in bust 
ness or amusement. Yet J still intended 


| to go on pilgrimage at some future day. 


One day Conscience came in, and 
told me plainly that 1 was exposed to 
the wrath of the King; and that there 
was no way to escape it, but by leav- 
ing that place. So I promised him 
that [ would leave the place, and set 
out on pilgrimage; and with that he 
seemed pacified, and left me, ‘Theo, 
after some time, he called again, and 
spoke in a more menacing manner, 
threatening me with specdy death, if ! 
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gid not hasten out of the city. At this f} 
] was considerably alarmed, and pack- 
ing up my effects, I removed to the 
town of Morality, and resided next 
door to Mr. Legality, with whom I} 
was much pleased. | 
Not seeing any thing of Conscience |! 
for some time, however, and still feel- | 
ing an inclination to spend some lon- 
ger time in the city, I returned thither, | 
and resumed my old occupation. But, |) 
to keep up the appearance of some re- 
spect to religious things, I attached 
myself to the parish of Dr. Smooth- | 
man, on whose preaching I attended |, 
constantly, and was, for some time, | 
well satisfied with it. He taught. that |) 
if we led a sober, regular life, went 
constantly to church, were honest in | 
our dealings, kind to the poor, and did 
not fall into any disreputable practices, 
nor any violent out-breaking sins, all |, 
would be well with us, though we 
never left the city. | 
But, although T was well pleased | 
with such instructions, as being well | 
suited to the inclinations of my heart, 
I coulo not entirely believe them.— 
Tor, Thad been too well acquainted 
with the King’s book in my youth, 
though I fad neglected it now for 
some years, not to know that it was | 
necessary to enter the wicket gate, and | 
goon puigeimage. Sol began to fear, 
lest, if | continued to attend his preach- 
ing, | should be persuaded to give up |) 


' 


i 


| 
} 


| 








i 


all thoughts of going on_ pilgrimage, |! 


and ultimately perish with the city. | 
Ithen left his parish, and joined that { 
of Dr. Soothing, who was understood | 
to be in favor of the pilgrim’s life. |; 
Under his preaching 1 was better sat- | 
ished; for I did not know enough, 
then, to perceive that it was even more 
dangerous than that of Dr. Smoothman. 
For though it had more of the sem- 
blance of truth, by which it was more 
likely to gain confidence, it was still 
radically wrong. 

He said very little, in anv of his dis- 
courses, that was calculated to disturb 
our peace, and make us sensible of our 
danger and guilt. When he introduc- 
éd such subjects as depravity, atone- 
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ment, regeneration, and the like, he 
did itina manner so gentle, and kind, 
and tender, that no one could be of- 
fended; and treated them in such gene 
eral terms, that no one could tell what 
were his precise views of them. But 
from his general manner of preaching, 
I soon got the idea that my depravity 
was inherited frem my forefathers, 
and was rather to be looked upon as 
a calamity than a fault; that it was 
what I could not help; that none could 
set out on pilgrimage till the King 
should please to send a messenger to 
carry him through the gate; and that 
it was my duty to wait patiently the 
King’s time, and be in the use of cer- 
tain means te obtain the King’s favor, 
which, if persevered in, would certain- 
ly obtain it. So I began to use the 


‘means he pointed out, such as reading 


the King’s book, attending constantly 
at church, and praying tothe King 
after my manner. And I did all this 
the more readily, because | found it 
did not interfere with my love of the 
world, nor my supreme regard to my 


own happiness: but that the latter es- 


pecially was fostered and encouraged 
by it. 

In this manner I went on for some 
time, and began to think I was in a 
very good way, and had become 
a much better man. But, at a certain 


‘time, I mingled with a crowd to hear 


Evangelist preach, being chiefly mov- 
ed by curiosity to hear one that was 
so much spoken against. I do not 
recollect his text, nor the outlines of 
his sermon; but J well remember that 
his discourse contradicted nearly all 
the opinions I had embraced. He 
taught that we are both active and de- 
pendant in all that we do; that our 
depravity is voluntary, and conse- 
quently not our calamity, but our 
crime; that repentance is the immedi- 
ate duty of sinners, and that they have 
no excuse for delaving it a moment; 
that all selfishness is sin, thet love to 
God, to be genuine. must be for what 
he is in himself, and not for what we 
expect to gain by it; that we must 
cease to make our happiness our su- 
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preme object, and make the glory of 
the Kiog our ultimate end in all that 
we do; that going through the gate 
must be our own act, and that none 
would ever get through in any other 
way; that we must pray to the King 
with the prayer of love, and repen- 
tance, and faith; and that all prayer 
without love, repentance, and faith, is 
an abomination to the King; that sin- 
mers are condemned already, and the 
wrath of the King is abiding upon 
them; and that we must deny our. 
selves, submit to the King, accept the 
punishment of our iniquity, and put 
ourselves into his hands to be disposed 
of at his sovereign pleasure. These 
were some of the leading ideas of 
Evangelist’s discourse; and | no longer 
wondered why he was every where 
spoken against. [ could not bear it 
better than others, and resolved never 
to hear him again. 

Ou returning home, however, I was 
so uneasy, that | thought | would take 
the King’s book, and find passages 
to refute the hated doctrines. So I 
searched some time, but did not get 
any satisfaction, because [ found more 
that seemed to favor what Evangelist 
had said, than [ could against it. So 
I went to Dr. Soothing, and told him 
my difficulties. He told me that he 
rather thought Evangelist was a good 
man, but very imprudent, and always 
carrying things to extremes; that those 
things were puints of a doubtful, meta- 
physical, or speculative nature, mere 
theories, difficult to be understood, and 
quite unnecessary; that he wondered 
Evangelist would be always feeding 
his hearers with strong meat, and have 
no more regard to their venial preju- 
dices; that no other ambassador of the 
King in our whole city thought it ne- 
cessary to preach so; that he had made 
himself unpopular through his own 
fault; and that he wondered any would 
continue to hear him. He concluded 
by exhorting me to let these points a- 
lone, and go on in my old course of 
using means to induce the King to send 


I observed that he seemed unusually 
moved while saying these things, and 
to lose his wonted mildness, and gen. 
tleness, and tenderness, and to be al. 
most as much displeased with Evap. 
gelist and his doctrines, as | was my. 
self. 1 was gratified with this; but yet 
I was disappointed that I got no aid 
from him towards refuting those odious 
doctrines, and thought that in this in. 
stance he carried his prudence ag 
much too far, as Evangelist did his 
doctrines. 

After this, I continued to attend the 
same round of duties, as | then SUPPo0- 
sed them; but with less satisfaction, 
My peace had been disturbed, and | 
felt restless and uneasy. Sometimes 
I went to hear Mr. Save-all, who 
plainly told us there was no burn. 
ing pit beneath our city, and that all 
would be received into favor at last, 
{ should have been glad to embrace 
his doctrines, and tried for sometime 
to do so; but I saw too much in the 
King’s book against them. Some- 
times I went to hear Mr. Lawless, 
who taught that the Prince Immanuel 
had obeyed the law of the King in our 
behalf, and suffered its penalty for us; 
and thus had wrought out a finished 
righteousness which was transferred to 
such as would only believe it to be 
theirs; that no acts of repentance, 
nor love, nor obedience, of ours, were 
of any use, nor furnished any evidence 
in favor of those who performed 
them. The only thing he exhorted 
us to do, was to believe that the Prince 
immanuel had taken all our sins, and 
given us all his righteousness; but he 
admitted at the same time, that there 
was no evidence on which we were 
to believe this, either from the King’s 
book, or from any other source. “You 
must work it out in yourselves,” said he, 
“by the assistance of the agent, of ihe 
King.” And he said, “It is not true, 
before you believe it, but it becomes 
true, when you do believe it.” I tried 
for awhile, to work myself up into this 


j belief; but I found I could not believe 


his agent to carry me through the gate, || any thing, without some evidence, re 
and to wait patiently ihe King’s tine. |] al or supposed, that the thing I believ- 
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ed was true before I believed it, and | 


would remain true, whether I believed 
itor not: So I deserted him. 

At length, Mr. Blind-guide came a- | 
long; and I went to hear him. The | 
greatest part of his discourse was di- | 
rected against what he supposed L- 
vangelist to teach, though he made 
but poor work in stating what it was, 
and poorer still in refuting it. But 
when he came towards the close, he 
undertook to tell us what was the way 
of escaping the destruction to which | 
we were exposed in the city, and of} 
reaching the celestial country. He | 
said, there was a way into the way, to 
which he could direct inquirers, which | 
was at once both safe and easy; and 
exhorted all to prepare to leave the 
city immediately, and to take direc- 
tions from him. I was pleased to 
hear him oppose Evangelist, and to} 
hear of a safe and easy way into the | 
way, which f might take when I should | 
be dispose d to set out; which, howev- | 
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er, | was not yet inclined to do. 
Not long after, I heard that Evan- | 
gelist was to preach again; and though | 
[hated the man, and hated his doc- | 
trnes, yet [concluded I would eae! 
him once more, in the hope he would | 
ay something which would give me a | 
better opportunity of refuting him, at | 
least to my own satisfaction. So 1 
heard him. And on this occasion he | 
drew such a picture of the depravity | 
of my heart, of its enmity to the King, | | 
is hatred of the truth, its opposition | 
tothe King’s way of salvation, its love | 
of error, and of the various w ays | had | 
taken to quiet my own mind, and for- | 
ify it against the truth, that I verily | 
thought his whole discourse was aimed | 
atme, and that some one had been | 
telling him all about me. IT was full | 
of rags; and determined, that, as soon | 
a he dismissed the meeting, I would 
g0 up to him, and vent my disple as- | 
ure at him, for thus exposing me be- | 
‘ore the whole assembly. [ went up | 
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No one has told me any thing about 
you. But, if the character which has 
been described is yours, take heed 
that the end which has been described 
be not yours also.”? I was so struck 
with this reply, that, ashamed and con- 
founded, | slunk away, without saying 
any thing more to him. 

Assoon as I had returned home, 
Conscience came in, and reiterated 
what Evangelist had said, threatening 
me, at the same time, with the ven- 
geance of the King, if I did not imme- 
diately set out on pilgrimage. So I 
resolved to gos but went first to Dr. 
Svothing, my minister, for some direc- 
tions. He repeated the directions I 
had received frem him before. I told 
him I had been following them a long 
time, and yet my danger seemed to 
increase: [ now found myself niore 
wicked than I had supposed I was, 
and was afraid I should yet perish. 
He asked me if | did net desire to es- 
cape from the wrath to come. I told 
him I did. Then, said he, if you 
have such a desire, it is the King who 
has given it to you, and his giving it 
to you is an indication that he intends 
to gratify it. I plainly perceive, that 
he has begun a good work in you; 
and I have no doubt but that he will 
|| carry it on, in his own due time. “He 
that desires to repent, does it already, 
in some measure.” You have made 
a hopeful beginning. Only continue 
on in the use of means, and all will be 
well. I heard him respectfully, and 
took my leave, with a painful sense 
that his encouragements and directions 
did not suit my case, and that if | de- 
pended on them I should inevitably be 
lost. 

My sense of danger being too great 
to permit me to rest, I went to Mr. 
Blind-guide to inquire about the way 
into the way, of which he had spoken. 
Then he called for one to be my guide 
till I should get into it, whose name 
| he said was Repentance, but I after- 


to him accordingly, and asked him, || wards learned that his true name was 


who had been giving him an acc ount | 
of me. With that he looked gr: avely | | 


False-repentance. This guide con- 
ducted me up the hill of Selfish-sorrow, 


ime, and said, “ I know you not. i] near mount Sinai, whose thunders in- 
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creased my terror, and made me has- 
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ten up the hill. Then he took me to 


| with whom those who made it do not 
a gate, which he said was the gate of 


wish travellers to become acquainted, 
And Mr. Self-confidence boasts that 


to call at the house of the Interpreter, 
his house contains more curiosities 


Experience, but I afterwards found its 
true name to be the gate of Delusion. 
So I knocked, and the gate was open- 
ed by a man whose name is Self-con- 
fidence. Then my conductor left me, || is now in his dotage. And as the 
telling me | was now in the way into || house of the Interpreter has its sig. 
the way, and that I sheuld have no | nificant rooms, so hasthe house of Mr. 
further need of his services. | Self&confidence. But with the latter, 
So the man who opened the gate || the significant rooms are the rooms jn 
took me into his house, and lodged || which his guests are lodged for the 
me all night, for it was now towards | night. 
evening. I inquired of him the name} ‘These lodging rooms have different 
of the village, and he said it was call- || names, according to their different 
ed Peace-in-believing; but I have since || properties. One is named the cham. 
learned that its true name is False- || ber of Vision, another the chamber of 
peace. He told me, moreover, that | Jmpulse, another the chamber of Scrip. 
now, since | was in the way into the || fure another the chamber of Dreams, 
way, there was no particular occasion || and the like. And I remarked that 
for my going on; andas he was in want || those who lodged there chose the 
of one to assist him, in attending on his || different rooms, according te their own 
company, with which his house was || taste. ‘Those who lodged in the cham- 
thronged, he would gladly take me into || ber of Vision, always saw some wor- 
his service for a season; and when I || derful sights, of a significant kind, 
thought proper I could preceed on my || Sometimes they saw the Black Tyrant 
journey; to which proposal I willingly | coming towards them, with his grim 
agreed. attendants ready to seize them; and 
With this man I remained several || just. when they thought they were 
months; and saw and conversed with |} about falling into his hands, they saw 
his guests, among whom I fonnd a//a company of shining ones coming 
great variety of characters and opin- | to their relief, at sight of whom the 
ions. But in one thing they all agreed: || Black Tyrant and his troop would flee 
Their religion was wholly selfish; || away. Sometimes they saw the fiery 
their own happiness was their only | pit opening its jaws, and felt them- 
motive in wishing to leave the city of || selves sinking into it; and when it seem- 
Destruction, and go on pilgrimage. || ed just ready to close upon them, 
And in this respect they all agreed || they saw the Prince Immanuel flying 
with me too, as my feelings then || swiftly towards them, and taking them 
were. up in his arms, and carrying them up- 
While here I learned that this way || ward into the bright regions of celes- 
into the way leads from the house of || tial day. Sometimes they saw them- 
Mr. Self-confidence to a certain stile, || selves standing before an inexorable 
which is there called Assurance-of- || judge, who, with frowning aspect, 
hope, by which -it enters the King’s || was pronouncing upon them the sen- 
high way, beyond the house of the In- || tence of condemnation; and then they 
terpreter. [tis the same stile by which |] saw his Son standing by, with a be- 
your late companions entered, and to || nignant smile, interposing in their be- 
prevent mistakes has its true name || half, and pleading for their pardon, 
marked on it, as you saw, on the high || pointing to his bleeding wounds. 
way side, by order of the King. This || Semetimes they saw a vision of the 
way is so contrived that those who || Celestial City in all its brightness, 
travel it shall net have an opportunity | and the Prince Immanuel sitting upe? 


and affords better instruction than the 
house of the Interpreter, who, he says, 











— ne —_—_— — oe 
mm —— ee 


——_—SS——— 








ter 


not 
ted, 
hat 
ties 
the 
LYS, 
the 
Sige 
Mr, 
ter, 
in 


the 


‘ent 
‘ent 


r of 
"ip 


ms, 


hat 


wn 


ing 
Ip- 


m- 
ble 
ct, 


ey 
be= 
Nee 


on, 
ds. 
he 





pis throne of glory, Jooking at them 
with a smile, and beckoning them to 
eome up thither. 

Sometimes they saw the Prince Im- 
manuel hanging upon the cross, with 
the blood streaming from his wounded 
hands and pierced side, and could dis- 
cern their names written upon his 
heart. These and similar sights, in 
almost endless variety, were common 
tothose who ledged in that chamber. 

Those who lodged in the chamber 
of Dreams, usually had dreams of such 
like things as were seen by those who 
lodged in the chamber of Vision. 
Those who lodged in the chamber of 
Impulse, had certain mysterious im- 

ressions made upon their minds, 
which they could not describe to oth- 
ers, but which they themselves seemed 
perfectly to understand. Those who 
lodged in the chamber of Scripture, 
heard certain texts of scripture re- 
peated to them; such as “Be of good 
cheer; thy sins are forgiven thee;”— 
“Why tarriest thou? arise and be bap- 
tized, and wash away thy sins;”—“Go 
thy way; for God now accepteth thy 
works;”—and the like. 

And in the morning, when the 
guests came together, it was customa- 
ry for each one to relate what vision, 
or dream, or impulse, each had had 
the preceding night, or what text of 
scripture he had heard pronounced; 
and to tell what the import of it was; 
for they always appeared to know, 
better than another person could tell 
them, what the meaning was. And 
alter long acquaintance there, I found 
that each one had such a kind of vision, 
or dream, or impulse, or heard such a 
kind of text of Scripture, as he wish- 
ed for, when he retired. And I 
have since found, that those whe lodge 
there, always remember these visions, 
or dreams, &c. and frequently tell 
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make an excellent guide to pilgrims, 
if I only had a call to that work, and 
might be of great assistance to Mr. 
Blind-guide in persuading the inhabit- 
ants of the city of destruction to set 
out on pilgrimage. And he advised 
me to take up my lodging one night 
in one of the significant chambers, 
that I might know whether I was cal]. 
ed or not. Accordingly I resulved 
to comply with his advice, and selec- 
ted the chamber of Scripture, inwardly 
wishing that I might have a call to the 
work. During the night, I heard a 
voice saying unto me, “Go thy way; 
for the Lord hath sent thee.” Then, 
in the morning, I told what I had 
heard, and Mr. Self-confidence, and 
all that were there agreed with me, 
that this was a sufficient call. So I 
went immediately to Mr. Blind-guide, 
and told him what had happened, and 
he gave me the right hand of fellowship 
to take part with him in his work; and 
added many instructions and directions 
how I might proceed most successful- 
ly. 


In connection with Mr. Blind-guide 
I continued some time, copying his 
manner, and following his directions, 
with no small degree of self compla- 
cency, and being much puffed up with 
the commendations 1 received. At 
length I found myself puzzled with 
several things which those with whom 
[ conversed cited out of the King’s 
book against what I taught. So I 
called on Mr. Blind-guide, and cited 
several of those passages, and get his ex- 
planations. But when I came to ask 
him what IT should de with such pas- 
sages as these, “As many as were 
ordained to eternal lite believed,’ 
and the like, he had nothing to say, 
only that it was his advice that I should 
have nothing to do with them, but 
keep as far from them as possible. 


them on their journey, and rely upon || This startled me: for I believed that 
them as their chief passport at the ce- || the King’s book was the only rule of 


lestial gate, 


truth and duty; and I concluded, that 


So after I had remained some time || if the system he and I were teaching 
atthe house of Mr. Self-confidence, he || made it necessary to keep as far as 


was so well pleased with my services, 
that he began to tell me that I should 


' possible from any part of the King’s 


book, we must be so far wrong. 


ii 
i 
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I was thas led to examine that book || exertions, then it was just as_ impor. 
more carefully than I had done; and | tant that the crew should “abide in the 
the result was, a deep conviction, that || ship,” as it was that Paul and those 
as all my religion had been selfish, it | who were with him should be pre. 
had been all wrong; and that | hated served from death. And if Ged has 
the true character of the King with all || determined to bestow all the favors he 
my heart. ‘This conviction filled me | does and will bestow upon his people, 
with deep distress, and led me again || in answer to their faithful prayers and 
to hear and converse with Evangelist; | exertions, then it is just as important 
soon after which I entered the wicket | that they should “watch unto prayer,” 
| 








gate, with such feelings as you have |! as it is that sinners should be saved, 
described, and came onmy way. At}! his great name honored, and his truth 
the interpreter’s house, 1 was further || vindicated from the reproach ofhis en. 
instructed in the King’s book,and more || emies. After having made known to 
accurately understood the delusion || his ancient people his determination 
by which ! had so long been blinded. || to favor his cause and sanctify his great 
At the village of Careless, | was per- || name which was profaned among the 
suaded to stop and hear Mr. Self-Con- || heathen, he also let them know that his 
ceit; and was, for a time, imposed up- purposes included the prayers of his 
on by his professions of unbounded people as the means of procuring these 
charity. But i had become too much || signal favors. “Thus saith the Lord 
attached to the King’s book, and read |! God, I will yet for this be inquired of 
in it too constantly to be long deceiv- by the house of Israel to do it for 
ed by him. At the new house, | made | them.” And he expressly says, “I 





| 
a short stop, but long enough to un- |! said not to the seed of Jacob, seek ye 
derstand that the inhabitants of it were me in vain.” From these passa- 
not friendly to the Lord of the Way. } ges it appears that prayer ws the ap- 
At the house Beautiful, ! spent some | pointed means of procuring the bles- 
time very agreeably; and then came sings of God upon his people. In 
on to this place, where my aged pa- || discussing this subject, it will be im- 
rents received me joyfully, as a return- | portant to. show how prayer must be 
ing prodigal. Here | have continued | made to be entitled to the divine prom- 
ever since, and when my parents were || ises, and then exhibit some proof oi 
called hence to the Celestial City, I | the general proposition. 
succeeded them in their house and} A correct definition of prayer has 
employment. been given ina late number of ‘this 
publication, which renders it unneces- 
sary to give another inthis place. It 
is generally acknowledged to consist 
OF "Canvas essentially in petition or pleading 
That prayer is one of the most || for favors. Any favors which appeat 
important duties as well as one of || desirable in themselves, and are not 
the most distinguished privileges of || inconsistent with moral rectitude, may 
Christians, is clearly manifest from the || be made the subjects of prayer. It is 
word of God. The Scriptures abound || not right to pray for those whe are 
with promises of divine favor in an- |! naturally dead to be made alive agai, 
swer to the faithful prayers and ex. | because we have sufficient evidence to 
ertions of the friends of God. But |) know that such a favor would be incon- 
the fact that these promises are all con- || sistent with the divine purposes. But 
ditional, adds an inconceivable impor- i the important question before us 1S, 
tance to the duties which are required. 1 how ought prayer to be made, and 
if God had determined to save Paul | how must it be made to be entitled to 
and those who were with him in the f the divine promises. As_ this inquiry 
ship, by the instrumentality of human li has been partly answered by a col 
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respondent in the July number of the | mercy. Our Lord says, “Blessed are 
resent volume of this publication, it || the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 


will be unnecessary to repeat what he 
has made sufficiently obvieus. In or- 
der to pursue the inquiry, it may be 
further observed, that 

Prayer, in order to secure the divine 
promises, must be made with repen- 
tance and confession of sin. ‘True 
repentance consists simply in self- 
loathing on account of sin. Every 


| 





} 
} 
i 
it 


} 
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person who is chargeable with selfish | 


aflections is an object of loathing and | 


abhorrence in the sight of God, who 


loves moral rectitude and_ hates | 


moral evil. It is right therefore for all 
those who are guilty, to feel towards 
themselves as God feels towards them. 
And it is proper tor them to contess 
their sins and their ill desert, when 
pleading with God for unmerited fa- 
vors. This is according to the pray- 


er of the publican, which is represen- | 


ted as pleasing to God: “God be mer- 
cilulto mea sinner.” See also the 
prayer of the prodigal son: “Father, 
[ have sinned against heaven and_ be- 
lorethee, and am no more worthy to 
be called thy son.” This is according 
tothe example of the pravers of the 
ancient saints that were accepted. 
Prayer, inorder to secure the divine 
promises, must also be made with ha- 
mility. Humility consists simply in 
vlhabasement on account of sin 
Chis is totally different from a mere 
knowledge of oar guilt, which sinuers 
may have as well as saints. Every 
person who has broken the divine law 
deserves its penalty, which is endless 
punishment. And genuine huniility 
consists in abasing ourselves as low as 
oursins deserve, or in cordially accep- 
ing the nonishment we deserve at the 


lands of an injured God This is the | 


host mortifying and self denying duty 
Which saints can perform. tt implies 
delight in that moral rectitude, and 
hatred ofthat moral evil which wil be 


kingdom of heaven.” To be poor in 
spirit is to be humble.” Again he 
says, “He that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted.” David says, “God for- 
getteth not the cry of the humble,” and 
again, “Lord thou hast heard the de- 
sire of the humble.” This is the con- 
dition upon which God promised his 
ancient people tu remember his cove- 
nant and their land. “If then their 
uncircumcised hearts be humbled, and 
they then accept of the punishment of 
their iniquity, then will I remember 
my covenant with Jacob, and also my 
covenant with Isaac, and also my cov- 
enant with Abraham will I remember, 
and { will remember the land.” The 
Lord appeared to Solomon and said, 
“ff my people which are called by 
my name shal! humble themselves, and 
pray and seek my face, and turn from 


their wicked ways; then will I 


hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land.” 
The bible abounds with promises to 
the humble. which will be fulfilled on- 


lv on the condition of self-abasement. 
'Andcertainly there can be no condi- 
| tien more snitable. Those only Wi0 
‘are humble ean receive favors as mar- 


cies from the hand of God. 

Praver, in order to secure the divire 
promises must be made with confidene 
in God. Confidence in God isa firn 
belief in all his natural attributes and 
in his moral perfection. “He tha 


‘cometh unto God must. believe thai 


he is, and that he is a rewarder o! 


those that diligently seek him.” This 


implies that we must helieve God 
is infinite in power and able to grant 
our petitions, that he is infinite in wis- 
dem and knows what is best and what 


‘| is not best in order to premote, te the 


lorever displayed in endless punish- } ’ 
‘instance, ard consequently to fulfil all 
| his premises when the conditions upen 
_which they were made have been per- 


nent Here is the place where God 
delithts to mect his sinful creatures, 
and here is the point where we must 
"eet him if we would meet him in 


i 
i 


highest degree of perfection, the gen- 
‘eral good of the universe: and that he 
is infinite in goodness, and disposed 


te do right, and act wisely, in every 


formed. ‘To doubt any of these per- 
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fections when we draw near to God, 
would make our prayers an abomina- 
tion to him. 

Prayer, in order to prevail must al- 
so be made with a sense of our entire 
dependence upon God. If we place 
our dependance on the means of grace 
and on second causes, we shall be in- 
constant and faint in our prayers. A 
sense of our entire dependance on 
God is necessary to make us pray with 


fervency and importunity. ‘This led 


the Psalmist to ery day and night unto 
Ged. This led the apostles to contin- 
ue with one accord in prayer and sup- 

lication. This led the primitive 
Christians to give themselves so much 
unto prayer. But constant and im- 
portunate prayer is necessary in order 
to prevail. ‘The parable of the unjust 
judge is evidence of this fact. “And 
shall not God avenge his own elect 
whica cry day and night unto bim, tho’ 
he bear long withthemr [| tell youthat 
he will avenge them speedily.” See 
also the parable of the min who was 
indsced to arise by night and give his 


friend his request, solely on account of 


his importunity. 


We should also pray with a sense of 


the deceitfuloess of our hearts if we 


wish to prevail. The deceitfulness of 


the heart consists in its mutability. 
Aad itis “deceitiul above all things ” 
Selomon says, “He that trusteth in 
hs own heart is a fool.” The hearts 
a saints as well as_ the hearts of sin- 
es are constantly liable to decieve 
those who trust inthem. They change 
mperceptibly. Those who trust in 


. . . | 
heir good intentions, almost al-| 


ways get decieved and disappointed 


by them. And a sense of the deciet- | 


| 


him, that I might come even to his 
seat. I would order my cause before 
him, aod fill my mouth with argu. 
ments.” There are several reasons 
why every object of prayer is desi. 
rable. One may be to promote hy. 
man happiness. Another is to pro. 
mote the display of the perfections of 
God and vindicate the honor of hig 
/great name. And another may be to 
display the beauty of holiness and pro. 
mote its advancement. And the inost 
important reasons why any object is 
desirable, ought to be used by us ag 
the chiefarguments in prayer. The 
| display of the essential perfections of 
the true God and the vindication of 
'the honor of his great name, is more 
important and desirable in itself, than 
‘the security and advaneement of hu- 
man happiness. We have unequivoe 
cal evidence that God thus regards hig 
own glory. “But I wrought for my 
| name’s sake that it should not be pol- 
| luted before the heathen. For my 
name's sake will [ defer mine anger, 
and for my praise will L refrain for 
| thee, that I cut thee not off. For mine 
own sake even for mine own sake will 
I do it, for how should my name be 
| polluted, and I will not give my glory 
/ unto another. But I had pity for my ho- 
| ly name,which the house of Israel had 
i} profaned among the heathen whither 
| they went. Therefore say unto the 
| house of Israel, thus saith the Lord 
| God, Ido not this for your sakes, O 
|| house_of Israel, but for my holy name’s 
i sake, which ye have profaned among 
the heathen whither ye went. And 
the heathen shail know that J am the 
| Lord, saith the Lord God, when I 
shall be sanctified in you before their 


| 
| 


| 
| 


———— 





fulness of our hearts is necessary in || eyes.” And to add still greater em- 
order to lead us to pray for divine in- | phasis to his words, he says, “Not for 
fluence to keep us in the love of God, || your sakes do I this, saith the Lord 
to prevent our betraying his cause, and || (rod, be it known unto you, be asha- 
to lead us to trust in God alone. | med and confounded for your own 


Prayer,in order to prevail with God, || ways, O house of Israel.” Accord- 
must also be made with the most || ingly we find that the most eminent 
weighty arguments. Prayer consists | saints of old used this as the chief ar- 
in pleading; and is it not absurd to | gument in their prayers. Daniel 
plead without arguments? Job says, || prays “Cause thy face to shine upon 
“© that I knew where I might find |i thy sanctuary, that is desolate for the 
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Lord’s sake. O Lord hear, O Lord 
forgive, O Lord hearken and do, de 
fer not for thine own sake, O my God; 
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more important to answer objections 
than to advance arguments. It has 
been said and published, that “When 


for thy city and thy people are called || the Christian is praying for sanctifica- 


by thy name.” Hezekiah prays, 
‘Now therefore, O Lord our God, | 
beseech thee save thou us out of his 


hand, that all the kingdoms of the 


earth may know that thou art the Lord || your sanctification.” 


God, even thou only.” 


tion, the circumstances of the case are 
e:sentially different. Here the will 


| of God is clearly revealed, for it is 


said, “This is the will of God, even 
For Christians 


Isaiah prays, || therefore to pray that God would 


«() that thou wouldst rend the heavens, || sanctify them if it be his will, would be 


that thou wouldst come down, to make 


| absurd, for it would be supposing the 


name known to thine adversaries.” || will of God unknown, where it is 
y ? 


The advancement and display of ho- || clearly revealed. 
liness is also more desirable, simply | 
considered, than the security and ad- | 


yancement of human happiness. 


In- exercise. 


In like manner 
we may pray for all those holy feel- 
ings which God has commanded us to 
God has declared that he 


deed, this is implied in the promotion |! is more ready to give the Holy Spirit 
’ } f ) £ y =p 


ofthe divine glory. The promotion | 


to those that ask him, than parents are 


of human happiness, though a second- || to give good things unto their children. 


ary object, has its relative importance, | 


and ought to be regarded according to 
its worth. Livery reason why divine 





When therefore we pray for the Holy 
Spirit to perfect the work of sanctifi- 


‘cation within us, we pray for that 


mercies are desirable ought to be used || which God has signified his readiness 


according to our knowledge of its rela- | 
tive importance, as an argument tn | 
prayer to God, it we would secure the |; 
divine promises. 

Prayer, in order to prevail, must be 
made with submission to the divine | 
will. It is absurd to suppose we | 
ought te pray for spiritual blesssings | 
without submission. What creature || 
can know the secret will of God? | 
And who can tell, from his revealed | 
will, what particular individuals the | 
general good of his kingdom requires | 
iv be saved, and what particular indi- 
viduals the general good renders . 

| 


} 





necessary to be destroyed? Whocan 
tell how much sin and how much holi- 
bess itis best should exist in the church 
of Christ,or in any individual member 
of his church? Who can tell how 
much adversity and how much pros- | 
perity it is best for the church of | 
Christ to experience in this world: | 
Who can tell how much dishonor it is | 


to give in answer to prayer. 


Here we 
can plead an explicit promise, on 
which it is the duty of faith to rely. 
In such cases there is, as I conceive, 
no room for submission, because sub- 
mission always supposes opposite wills. 
Itis when the Christian’s will is oppo- 
sed to the will of God, that he sub- 
mits his will to the divine will—Con- 
sents that it should not be according to 
his will but that God’s will should be 
done. But where both wills are coin- 
cident, where both God and the 
Christian will the same thing, there is 
no room for submission; no room for 
acquiescing that God’s will should be 
done at the expense of ours; because 
in the event our willis done as much as 
God’s. A man can never exercise 
submission when his own will is not 
crossed.” Ihave given the argument 
entire, that the reader may see its 
whole force. Itis readily admitted that 
where the will of Godis already made 


necessary should be brought upon God || known,” and it agrees with our will, 
and his truth, and how much natural || “the condition” of submission “is in 
and moral evil it is neccessary should || the very nature of the case precluded.” 
exist in the world, in order to promote || But where it is not known, we are in- 
the most perfect plan of divine govern- || clined to think that submission ig 
ment? | 


But here perhaps it may be |j one of the essential “requisites of ac 
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ceptable prayer.” 


And in view of |! press agreement on the part of Chis. 


| 
the divine declarations and conduct, | tians to be constantly for God in theiy 


who can know that it is the will of |! 


God on the whole that he should be |; 
pertectly holy the rest of his lifer The 





| 


| hearts and conduct. But as all Chris. 
tians break this covenant more or less, 
live in the exercise of selfish affe tions, 


fact appears to be as our author has | and betray the cause they have sole ttn. 
acknowledged, that while “Christians 1 ly agreed with God and his friends to 


pray that they may be perfectly sane 


| 


support, it is proper and right that 


tified in this life, the 'y cannot expect | they should be required to stop sinning 


that their request will be granted” 
If the text. “This is the will of God, 
even your sanctification,” gave Chris- 
tians authority to pray for sanctifica- | 
tion without submission, then the fol- 
lowing (ext would give the universalists | 
authority to pray for their salvation 
without submission. “For this is 
good and accept» ble in the sight of God 
our Saviour, Who will have all men | 
to besaned, and to come unto the know- | 
ledge of the truth” But a very litile 
knowledge of the scriptures or of any | 
other books, is sufficient to teach us, 
that both God and man will many 
things simply considered, that they do 
not on the whole. God's command || 
to every man is to he perfect as he is | 
perfect. But we read of some who 
“Scumble at the word being disobedi- 
ent whercunto also they were appoint- 
ed.’ Those who ridicule Calvanists 
for making a distinction between the 
secret and revealed will of God, make 
the same distinction themselves in 


common conversation almost every | 
day. And it is impossible to make | 


scripture harmonize with itself or with 
facts, without making that distinction. 
Thongh we know what God’s will 
is respecting our sanctification, simply, | 


or in itself ‘eandiile red: vet we do not | 


know what his decretal will or pur-! 


pose is respecting it. [t is just as 
absurd therefore to pray for sanctifica- 


tion. as it Is for conversion without sub- | 


mission. Christmade no reserve when 
he taught his disciples to pray, “Thy 
wil! he dene.” 

f will add that praver in order to 


| 
i 
1] 
1) 
| 
| 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
I 
| 


| 





‘pear self contradictory, . 


prevail inust be attended with turning | 


from sin, a renewal of our covenant 
with God and each other, and a feith- 
ful performance of our covenant vows. 
A cevenant with God implies an ex- | 


bv the prayers of the 


agi ainst God, as a condition of his hear. 
ing their prayers Accordingly, God 
has made turning from sin a condition 
of his favors. “If my people which are 
called by my name shall humble them- 
selves, and pray, and seek my face,and 
turn from their wicked ways, then will 
I hear from heaven and will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land.” 
The apostle Jude exhorted his  breth- 
ren to “keep themselves in the love 
of God,” while they were “looking 
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

That prayer, when made accor- 
ding to the divine directions, is the ap- 
pointed means of moving God to help 


his people, may be proved from a va- 


riety of considerations. It has a nat- 
ural tendency to produce in us “feel- 
ings of reverence, humility, gratitude, 


for favors received, penitence for sins 


committed, and a sense of entire de- 
pendence for all things.” And it 

perfectly reasonable to suppose that 
God, who is a merciful being, is “mo- 
ved by prayer, when it has wrought 
its proper effect upon the creature, and 
brought him to that temper of mind in 
which it is suttable he should receive 
the blessing” from God. The pray- 
cers of God’s people, when made ac- 
cording to the divine direction, are 
proper reasons w hy he should grant 
their requests. And it is morally im- 
possible that God, who is a merciful 
and good being, should not be moved 
1 righteous. 
Though to some minds this may ap- 
yet it is in 
fact, the only consistent and scriptural 
view of the subject. To say that 


God cannot be moved to bestow bles- 
| sings in answer to prayer, because he 
| had determined to grant the blessings 








gs 
5 





before the prayers were made, is beg- 

ging the question. ‘The fact that God 
revealed his “purpose and promise 
to bestow signal blessings upon his an- 
cient church” before he informed them 
that he would “yet be inquired of by 
the house of Israel to do it for them,” 
has no tendency to “contravene the 
order which some have given to this 
subject, ?? any more than if he had re- 
vealed his purposes and promises sub- 
sequent to his giving them that infor- 
mation. 
his people, though all formed from 
eternity, were yet formed in full view 
ofall the faithful prayers and exertions | 
of his people, and included them as 

the means of their accomplishment. /) 
This is evident from the declarations of 
Scripture. God expressly says, “I 
will yet far this be inquired of by the 
house of Israel to do it for them,” | 
which implies that he would not grant | 
his favors without their prayers. The 
prayers of the righteous are represen- 
ted as “availing much.” 
of God are directed in the scriptures to 
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The people || || are not attended with desire, are not 
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thing according to his will he heareth us. 
Draw nigh unto God and he will draw 
nigh unto you. I said not to the seed 
of Jacob, seek ye mein vain. Before 
they call I will answer, and while 
they are yet speaking I will hear. 
If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, ‘and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then willl hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin 
and will heal their land.” These are 


The purposes of God to help || but a specimen of the numerous prom- 
|ises which are made in the scriptures 


on the condition of prayer. And they 
not only prove that prayer is the ap- 
| pointed means of protien the divine 
favors, but they also show that God 


| has cataitdhed an infallible connex- 
| ton between the faithful prayers and 
| exertions of his people, and the bles- 


} 


sings which — from his hands. 
Remarks. If prayer essentially 

consist in eaiine with God for mer- 

cy, then those forms of prayer which 


prayer. But how many engage in the 
service of prayer without manifesting 


pray with fervency and importunity, || | 
for the very purpose of moving him || any desires by their manner of prayer. 
to answer their prayers. “Ye that | There is reason te fear that a great 
make mention of the Lord, keep not | portion of the forms of prayer we see 
silence; and give him no rest till he | and hear, are totally destitute of de- 
establish, and till he make Jerusalem jj sire, and therefore are mere forms. 
a praise in the earth.” Would there |; But will God ever accept such an of- 
be any propriety in such directions, if || fe ring? How insensible of the nature 
prayer was notthe appointed means of || and importance of the duty of prayer, 


procuring the divine favor? Indeed 
God has represented himself as being 
greatly influenced bv the prayers of 





|| duty. 
‘upon the altar of prayer, which must 
| be an abomination in the sight of God. 


are most of those who engage in this 
How many offer strange fire 


ees 


his people. ‘To them he says, “Con- 
cerning my sons and concerning my 
daughters command ye me.” 


| How many wonder and even think 
| hard of God because he does not hear 
Bat the divine promises to pray- || their prayers, when if they had a cor- 
er make this truth stillé more ob- | ect view of them, they would be sen- 
vious. The following are some of || sible that God could not answer them 
then. “The Lord is nigh unto all | without violating both propriety and 
them that call upon him, to all that } moral rectitude? 
call upon him in truth. He will | 2 prayer, to be entitled to the 
fulfil the desire of them that fear him, ] divine promises, must be made with 
ue also will hear their cry and will | | repentance, humility, confidence in 
save them, The Lord is far from the 1 God, submission to his will, with the 
Wicked, but he heareth the prayer of || | most weighty arguments, and be atten- 
the righteous. And this is the confi. || ded with turning from sin and a faith- 
ence we have in him,that if weask any |) ful performance of our covenant vows, 
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then there is reason to believe that very 
few of the prayers which contain de- 
sires, are acceptable to God, and such 
as he can answer without violating 
the rights of holiness. How few pray- 
ers are made with genuine repentance 
and self-abasement? How few with 
perfect confidence in the wisdom, 
power, and goodness wf God, with ho- 
ly submission to his will, w:th the use 
of proper arguments, and with a sense 
of absolute and entire dependence? 
How few prayers are attended with 
turning from sin and such an uniform 
holy temper, that God can answer them 
consistently with his holy regard to | 
moral rectitude. It is now a time of 
general declension in religion through- 
out the United States. The convert- 
ing and sanctifying influences of the 
Holy Spirit are, in an alarming de- 
gree, withdrawn from the land. The 
true Zion mourns, her walls have of 
late been broken down, so that the 
enemy have nearly obtained pus- 
session of her sanctuary, and her land 
appears almost desolate. God for 
some reason hides his face from his 
people. 
“The blessing from his truth’s withdrawn, 
Its quick’ning, saving influence gone, 
Unwarn’d, unwaken’d, sinners hear, 
Nor see their awful danger near.” 

The essential perfections of the true 
God are become a proverb, a taunt, 
and an hissing, among his enemies. 
His holy name is dishonored, and 
his truth is reproached and ridiculed 
by his enemies, and even by many of 
his professed friends. Can we believe 
that the God of Israel, who is jealous 
for the honor of his great name, feels 
indifferent to these things? Has he 
now no regard for the honor of his 
ylorious perfections,and the interests of 
his cause? Why then does he not 
appear in vindication of his glory? 
We cannot believe it is because he has 
forgotten his promises, or become in- 
different to the interest of his people. 
The bible represents him as waiting 
tobe gracious. Nor is it because his 
people have all omitted the form of 
prayer,and neglect to offer up petitions 


to God for the blessings of his crace, 
The true reason therefore must be 
because we ask amiss. The true cop. 
ditions upon which God’s promises are 
made, have not been complied with by 
his children. It is because he cannot be 
gracious without injuring the sacred 
rights of holiness that he does not ap. 
pear to help his people. It certain] 
is known, for it has been published to 
heaven, earth, and hell, that the prom. 
ises of God to help his people, are 
made on the condition of holy obedi. 
ence and faithfulness. How then is 
it possible for God to help his people 
while they are unfaithful to him 
and his cause, without making an ex. 
pression of complacency in sin? 
The enemies of God are capable of 
discriminating between faithfulness 
and unfaithtulness in professors of 
religion, and their relations to God 
and his people have always dis. 
posed them to examine the conduct of 
both with a critical eye. They know 
it would be wrong for God to express 
complacency in sin, and help his pro- 
fessed friends while they constantly 
betray his cause and manifest the same 
spirit and temper on all occasions, 
which they themselves possess. And 
can we expect that God will help his 
people at the expense of the sacred 
rights of moral recitude? “Shall notthe 
Judge of all the earth do right?” Saints 
therefore have no reason to expect di- 
vine aid until they fulfil the conditions 
on which it is promised. 

3. If prayer, in order to prevail, 
must be made with repentance, humil- 
ity and submission to the divine will, 
then impenitent sinners never pray s0 
as to be heard. Of this fact we have 
the fullest and most unequivocal testi- 
mony in the holy scriptures. Indeed 
it is absurd to suppose that prayers, 
which flow from an unholy heart, can 
ever be acceptable to an holy God. 
The desires of sinners are all totally 
selfish, and consequently they never 
use ene proper argument in their pray- 
ers. They never have a supreme re- 
gard for the glory of God, and the 
general good of his kingdom. The! 
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supreme selfishness destroys all proper 
regard for their own interest. They 
have no disinterested love for them- 
selves as being a part of God’s moral 
kingdom, and as being necessary to 
premote the perfectien of his glory. 
Impenitent sinners always pray uncon- 
ditionally for themselves, or with no 
higher regard for any thing than they 
have for their own interest. And their 
supreme selfishness makes all their de- 
sires displeasing to God, and loath- 
some in his sight. Accordingly it is 
written, “The sacrifice of the wicked 
is an abomination to the Lord. He 
that turneth away his ear from 
hearing the law, even his prayer shall 
be abomination.” Indeed God ex- 
pressly forbids sinners to offer such 
sacrifices to him. “Bring no more vain 
oblations, incense is an abomination 
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piness. For the same reason they 
cannot submit themselvestohim. They 
would “fain flee out of his hands,” but 
when they reflect, they know they are 
perfectly dependent on him for life and 
all things. And when they are made 
to feel their dependence, they some- 
times cry unto him for mercy; but 
when they consider that he is an holy 
God, they know he cannot hear their 
cries Consistently with his moral recti- 
\tude. They then pray to be made 
holy, in order that they may be saved, 
which they consider a less evil than 
damnation. But when they consult 
the bible and their own consciences, 
| they find and feel that they are con- 


|demned for all their unholy efforts to 
| 


obtain salvation, and are guilty, loath- 
| some Creatures, entirely in the hands 
|of a God of perfect holiness. They 


unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, || see that every prayer and effort they 
the calling of assemblies, I cannot || have made or can make to secure their 
away with; it is iniquity, even the} salvation with their present unholy 
solemn meeting. Your new moons |i hearts, only sinks them deeper and 
and your appointed feasts, my soul ha- || deeper in guilt, and continually increas- 


teth, they are a trouble unto me, I am 
weary to bear them. And when ye 
spread forth your hands I will hide 
mine eyes from you, yea, when ye 
make many prayers I will not hear.” 
Could the vain efiorts of sinners to 
please God without holy obedience be 
represented in amore odious light? | 
And can they, in view of the divine | 
character and declarations, ever again 
have the presumption to offer such sac- 
rifices to God? 

4. If sinners can never pray accep- 
tably while remaining impenitent, then, | 





es their danger. In this deplorable 
and guilty condition what can they 
| do? Though they feel self condemned, 
they had rather die than abase them- 
selves, submit to a sovereign God, and 
| love him for his holiness. “Then is 
the time, if ever, for God to change 
‘their hearts, and save their souls, or 
| still reserve them to the judgment and 
| condemnation of the last day.” Some 
| do condemn and abase themselves to 
their proper place, and justify God in 
| their eternal punishment. 
Others reject the self denying, mor- 


whether stupid, awakened or convict- || tifying duty, of self condemnation and 


ed, they all lie at the unpromised mer- | 
cy of a sovereign God, who may mer- 
cifully save, or justly destroy them, 
according to his good pleasure. While 
remaining impenitent, they can never 
claim the least promise of mercy from 
God. They have no heart te condemn 
and abase themselves before God. 
They cannot love him because they 
see he is an holy @od who loves what 
they hate, hates what they love, and 
revards the general good of the uni- 
verse more than their individual hap- 


selfabasement, yield to the temptations 
of Satan, and charge God foolishly. 
Instead of condemning themselves, they 
call God a hard master, reaping where 
he has not sown, and requiring that of 
them which he has not given them. 

They say God requires that of them 
which they are unable to do, which is 
directly condemning God and excus- 
ng themselves. As soon as sinners 


become settled down on this ground of 


complaint against God, they have 
generally placed a final seal upon their 
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forgive them until they condemn them- 
selves and justify him, which they re- 
fuse to do. He must therefore be glo- 
rified in their endless punishment. 

5. If God has established an infalli- 


fectly and forever gratified, if saints 
will only keep themselves in the loye 
of God, and continue stedfast in holy 
faithfulness. How frequently have 
single individuals, by their faithful anq 


everlasting destruction. God cannot the most benevolent heart may be per- 


ble connexion between the faithful | 
prayers and exertions of his people 
and the bestowment of his blessings, 
then saints have great reason to be 


persevering prayers, penetrated the 
heart of God, and moved him to grant 
their requests. How often have two 
or three called down the blessing of a 


thankful. It is a great and gratuitous || revival of religion upon a neighborhood 


favor to be admitted as co-workers 

with God in promoting his cause.— | 
Here is a solid ground of encourage- | 
ment to make exertions to promote ho- 

liness and happiness in the world. | 
Accordingly the prophet exhorted the 
saints in his day who made mention of | 
the Lord, to “keep not silence, and 
give him no rest, till he establish and 
ull he make Jerusalem a praise in the | 
earth.” There is reason to believe | 
that the prayers of God’s people have | 
secured and will secure the divine fa- | 


} 


vor upon their children and their chil- f 


dren’s children, even unto the end of | 
the world. How many favors did the | 
unfaithful Jews enjoy for the sake of | 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and | 
Moses, and Samuel, and David, and | 
Daniel, and Nehemiah, and Ezra.— | 
How many thousands of ungodly chil- 
drén have been converted in answer 
to the faithful prayers of their parents. 


| 
| 
Sf we wish to see the essential perfec- | 


tions of the true God and those truths | 
which express them, vindicated from | 


the reproach of his enemies; if we | 
wish to see the interests of Zion pro- | 
moted and protected from the rage of | 
its enemies; if we wish to see sinners | 
turned from darkness unto light, and | 
from the power of Satan unto God, | 
and thus secured from the terrible de- | 
struction which will soon come upon | 
all God's enemies; if we wish to al 
the cause of truth and righteousness 
prevail against the destructive errors 
and sins which threaten the overthrow 
of all morality and true religion in the 
earth; all these benevolent desires may 
be gratified, if we only perform the 
conditions upon which they are prom- 
ised. The most extensive desires of 


i| 


and parish. No one has any right to 
be discouraged because others are un- 
faithful. Daniel was not discouraged 
though he was alone in making sup. 
plications to his God. Paul was not 
| discouraged though he saw a whole 
city given to idolatry. Nehemiah was 
not discouraged though Israel were 
dispersed, and even the walls of Jeru- 
salem were broken down. The grea- 
ter the evils and the more extensive the 
| desolations-of Zion, the more earnest 
| were the paayers and the more faith- 
ful the exertions of the ancient saints. 
| And the same God still lives and reigns. 
| There is the same ground of encour- 
/agement to faithful prayers and exer- 
| tions now, that there was in the time of 
Nehemiah. Saints therefore have every 
encouragement to abound in the duty 
of prayer which it is possible they 
should enjoy. And certainly there 
never was atime when they were un- 
der greater obligation to make exer- 
tions for God, than at the present time 
of darkness and delusion, when Zion 
appears a leap of desolations, and the 
_name of her God is profaned among 
his enemies. 

Finally, if God has graciously es- 
| tablished a connexion between the 
| faithful prayers and exertions of his peo- 
ple and the rich blessings of his hand, 
{then saints are placed in a most re- 
| sponsible situation. This they ought 
constantly to know and feel. Every 
| step they take is fraught with weighty 
| consequences. If they walk in dark- 
| ness themselves and are stumbling 
blocks to the ungodly, it is because 
| they have broken their covenant with 
| God, and neglect to pay their vows. 

if the name of God is profaned among 
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his enemies, and his truth brought into 
contempt, it is because the unfaithful 
conduct of Christians prevents his ap- 
pearing in vindication of his glory. 
If Zion mourns in desolations and the 
Church of God is in deep affliction and 
distress, it is because his children have 
forsaken him and live in disobedience 
to his commands that he does not ap- 
pear to help his people. If sinners 
live in security and stupidity, and 
remain insensible of their guilt and their 
danger itis because Christians are des- 
titute of the spirit of holy faithfulness, 
by which sinners could not help seeing 
and knowing that they are in the gall 
of bitterness and bonds of iniquity 
And who can calculate the amount of 
both natural and moral evil that will 
be chargeable upon those who have 
yowed to be constantly for God, but 
live for themselves? Where can they 
abase themselves to be as low as their 
aggravated sins deserve? S., C. 
+99 @BO«-- 
MEANS OF PROMOTING REVIVALS OF 
RELIGION. 
Revival in seven or eight towns in Ontario 
county, N’ York, 1799. 

“The doctrines which God makes use 
of to awaken and convince sinnersamong 
us, are those which are commonly dis. 
tinguished by [the name of] Calvinistic 
doctrines.” 


Revival among the Indians, 1745, from 
Brainerd’s Journal 


‘’Tis worthy of remark, that numbers 
of these people are brought to a strict 
compliance with the rules of morality and 
sobriety, and a conscientious perform- 
ance of the external duties of christiani- 
ty, by the internal power and influence 


of divine truths, the peculiar doctrines of 


grace, upon their minds; without their 
having these moral duties frequently re 
peated and inculcated upon them, and 
the contrary vices particularly exposed 
and spoken against. What has been the 
general strain and drift of my preaching 
among these Indians; what were the truths 
I principally insisted upon, and how I 
was influenced and enabled to dwell from 
time to time upon the peculiar doctrines 
of grace, I have already observed, in the 
Preceding remark. Those doctrines 
Which had the most direct tendency to 
humble the fallen creature; to show him 
the misery of his natural state; to bring 
‘um down to the foot of sovereign mercy; 
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and to exalt the great Redeemer, discov- 

er his transcendant excellency and infi- 

nite preciousness, and so to recommend 

him to the sinner’s acceptance; were the 

subject matter of what was delivered to 

| them in public and private, and from 
time to time repeated and inculcated up- 
on ‘them. 

‘**God was pleaséd to give these divine 
truths such a powerful influence upon 
the minds of these people, and so to bless 
them for the effectual awakening of 
numbers of them, that their lives were 
quickly reformed, without my insisting 
upon the precepts of morality.” 

Of awakened sinners, he says, ‘*My 
great work still was to lead them into 
a further view of their utter undoneness 
in themselves, the total depravity and 
corruption of their hearts; that there was 
no manner of goodness in them; no good 
disposition and desires; no love to God, 
nor delight in his commands. but on the 
contrary, hatred, enmity, and all manner 
of wickedness reigned in them. And 
at the same time to open to them the glo- 
rious and complete remedy provided in 
Christ for perishing sinners, and offered 
freely to those who have no goodness of 
their own, no works of righteousness 
which they have done, to recommend 
them to God. This was the continued 
strain of my preaching. This my great 
concern, and constant endeavor so to en- 

lighten the mind, as thereby duly to affect 
the heart, and, as far as possible, give per- 
| sons a sense and feeling of these precious 
| and important doctrines of grace; at least, 
so far as means might conduce to it. 
And these were the doctrines, this the 
method of preaching, which were bles- 
sed of God for the awakening, and, I 
| trust, for the saving conversion of num- 
| bers of souls.” 


From a sermon of President Dwight,1810. 
| The religious doctrines which the 
planters of New England brought with 
them to this continent have not unfre- 
quently been styled the doctrines of grace. 
These doctrines have effectuated, among 
| those who have embraced them, aimost 
| all the moral excellence, which has ap- 
| peared in the christian world — If we 
| may be allowed to understand the apos- 
tles in the plain meaning of their decla- 








rations, these doctrines produced the 
mighty change which took place among 
|| Jews and Gentiles, in the first and second 
| centuries. In the same manner they re- 
| newed a great part of the christian world 
| in what is emphatically called the Refor- 
mation. To them, so far as my informa- 
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tion extends, every revival of religion | 


owes its existence.’ 


From the account of the state of religion, by 
the General Assembly of the Presbyteri- 
an church, 1810. 


‘“In producing the happy effects which 
have been just detailed, God has done 
honor to his word and ordinances. As 
the Assembly cannot recognise as genu- 
ine, any work in the hearts of men, bear- 
ing the name of religion, but that which 
is produced by the instrumentality of 
truth, acknowledges and honors that 
truth, so they observe, as usual, a con- 
firmation of this great principle in the 
reports concerning the state of religion, 
at the present sessions. Jn those parts 
of the church, without exception, in 
which vital religion has flourished, in 
the course of the last year, the funda- 
mental doctrines of the gospel, namely, 
the total depravity of human nature, the 
divinity and atonement of Jesus Christ, 
the sovereignty and freeness of divine 
grace, and the special influences of the 
Holy Spirit in the regeneration and sanc 
tification of sinners, have been decidedly 
received and honored.” 


<9 fte> 


NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION, 


Within the bounds of the Synod of Albany, as 
collected at their Meeting at T'roy, October 
6th, 1825.—Ordered to be ached and sent 
down. to their Churches. 


In the discharge of an important trust 
committed to them as guardians of the 
churches—as well as in a desire to promote 
information, harmony of effort and a com- 
munion of religious feelings, originated with 
this Synod, the custom of collecting and 
sending down to their congregations a nar- 
rative of the state of Religion within its 
bounds: and numerous, and well recollect- 
ed have been the occasions, on which we 
have either rejoiced or mourned with our 
people in thus reviewing the providence of 
God towards Zion. 

Some of the fathers, who organized the 


‘Synod of Albany, are still with us; and af- 


ter seeing this body divided and subdivided 
to make room for its children—pressing in- 
to the wilderness, establishing places of 
worship and formiag centres of charitable 
effort on what was, at that time, missionary 
ground; after being permitted to witness 
here the hopeful conversion, gathering, ed- 
ifying and dismissing for heaven a multitude 
of the Redeemer’s seed: some of the fath- 
ers, who have witnessed this, still remain 
with us to join in new efforts or mingle in 
parting counsels and admonitions on the sub- 
ject of our common welfare, while others 
have already gone down to the regions of 
the deal. So short and rapid Is time: so 
momentous its briefest portions. 

In reviewing the state of religion for the 
past vear, the Synod desire to estimate its 
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welfare by a correct and experimental staid 
ard. They would duly appreciate the in. 
portance of those means of grace, which 
are of divine and permanent establishment 
and they feel grateful in being able to re. 
port that the usual ordinances of the gospel 
—the preaching of the word—the adminis. 
tration of the sacraments, and the exercise 
of discipline—together with the pastoral 
visitation and the instruction of children and 
youth, have, as far as appears, been faith. 
fully attended to within our bounds, during 
the year that is passed. The doctrines of 
the gospel have been maintained; no new 
error or schism has made its appeaiance: 
and of the heresies already existing, altho’ 
efforts more strenuous and prominent seem 
to be making in their behalf, and while these 
have resulted in much distress and alarm in 
some of our churches, it is be lievgA, that all 
things considered, these errors cannot be 
considered as gaining ground. 

Of those things in our religious history 
which appear most cheering, the Syno 
have taken notice that Sabbath school and 
Bible class instructions are, to a good de. 
grec, a and in some instances with 
zeal and manifest benefit: the circulation of 
religious tracts has probably been more gen. 
erally attended to than in any former year. 
the monthly concert of prayer is kept up; 
the objects of charity recommended * the 
General Aesonthhy. ten Synod and our Pres. 
byteries, appear to be as well supported, to 
say the least, as in any former year—and 
in the article of Domestic Missions, partic. 
ularly, much commendable zeal and consid- 
erable success have been exhibited.—It be- 
gins to be realized on this subject, that the 
sendiag of the gospel to distant regions, is 
the same in principle, with exertions in our 
own country, end that it is not necessary, in 
order to support the great operations abroad, 
to neglect the smaller, but no less indispen- 
sable charities at home. Our people begin 
to look distinctly at the ioral desolations 
within their own borders, and considerable 
sums have already been raised towards pro- 
viding the necessary means of relief. Two 
of our Presbyteries have resolved them- 
selves into Domestic Missionary Societies, 
and their incipient exertions have resulted 
in giving the gospel statedly to several con- 

regations before destitute, but now hope- 
tully in a way ofsoon supporting it wholly 
by themselves. 

Of those dispensations of divine mercy, 
which have usually been called Revivals of 
Religion, we have to reeord but few for the 
past year. Revivals, however, have been 
a a in two or three congregations of the 
Presbytery of Londonderry,—in the Albany 
Presbytery, some special blessings of this 
kind were, for a season, manifest, and pat- 
ticularly in the county of Saratoga: the Os- 
wego Presbytery, it is said, has experien- 
ced revivals in two or three of its congreg@ 
tions: Oneida Presbytery was visited in one 
of its congiegations as well as in the Col- 
lege located within its bounds: St. Law- 


| rence ce om. reports two of its congré 
e 


| gations as b 


ssed in this manner, and men- 


tion is also made of revivals in two or three 
places of the Presbytery of Ogdensbu:gh, 
f of which, however, trom the regretted fail- 
ure of the entire representation of tha! 
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body, the Synod have not been able to ob- 
tain a particular account. 
There have been, moreover consider- 
able additions made to our churches in 
those places where Revivals have not been 
enjoyed, and in some instances this gradual 
increase is aapomenent as having been larg- 
than usual. ; 
y ‘ cannot be denied, however, and it 
ought not to be concealed, that fewer Revi- 
yals of religion have been experienced in 
our churches during tue past, than for sev- 
eral former years. Whole Presbyteries 


have been reported as entirely without an | 


instance of this blessing. ‘Nor is it difficult, 
we apprehend, to ix on some of the causes 
for this afflicting and truly alarming feature 
in Providence. 

We have sinned, and God is just. Some 
sins, however, which have appeared from 
the conversation on the state ef religion to 
abound among us, the Synod feel it their 
duty affectionately, but pointedly to desig- 
nate. . 

They have remarked with great grief, 
that the dissolution of the relations betweey: 
ministers and their people is becoming more 
frequent, and are effected, m some instan- 
ces, in a comparatively hasty manner—an 
evil, to whisbetenan of the parties it may 
be attributed, cannot but be deplored as 
fraught with error, and if suffered stil to 
continue, as of alarming aspect. 

Intemperance and profureness abound; and 
in some places, owing, probably, to lo- 
cal causes, appear to be on the increase. 

There is a spirit of singular animosity 
against evangelical truth and vital godliness, 
reported as existing in some places: the 
rage for worldly amusements, we fear, in- 
creases: theatres are erected and erecting, 
where they were heretofore unknown: 
dancing schools are more frequently estab- 
lished, and even professors of religion, (the 
Synod have learned it with grief and aston- 
ishment,) are known in some instances, to 
send to them their children. 

But the evil, we apprehend, most to be 
deplored, and which in fact is, in one way er 
other, most deplored by almost all intelli- 
gent men amongst us, is “the manifest in- 
crease of the violations of the holy Sabbath.” 

On this painful subject, additional facts 
ought to be known; and if they can, in any 
measure, either show our peculiar difficul- 
lies, or awaken the proper sympathies of 
more favored regions, then let them be 
kuown, aud pleaded as an extenuation; but, 
ifthey condemn us—if they administer as 
keen a reproof as ever fell to the deserts of 
a civilized and Christian people, stul let 
them be known, that we may be admonished 
aud suitably alarmed. 

In a region of country including severa! 
hundred miles of narrow inland navigation, 
and embracing some of the principal water- 
ing places in the world, it was to be feared 
that travelling, commerce and dissipation, 
would greatly invade the sanctity of ihe 
Sabbath. Much of what is deplored is, 
doubtless, to be attributed to trausgressors 
irom abroad, over whom this Synod, of 
course, could have no control: still, the 
moral feelings of the community and a taith- 
ul adherence to our civil, as well as our re- 
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ligious rights, might have been expected to 

keep the evil in check, while the progress 

of 1eligion and sound intelligence would ul- 
| timatel , it was hoped, have secured the 
|| peaceful observance of this most sacred in- 
, Stitution. 


The Synod know not with what words of 


| suitable moderation to express their feelings 
| on this subject: for bad as they before knew 
|| the case to be, they have been utterly sur- 
| prised, alarmed and amazed, by the facts 


|| which have at this session come to their 


knowledge. 
It is a fact that great numbers are on er- 


|| ery Sabbath, entering and clearing from our 


ae 


—= - 


—_--—— 


| ling on business, walkin 


|| principal towns and villages,and proceeding 
|| On our mland waters either for business or 
| pleasure! 


It is a fact that lahonr in the field, travel- 
and riding for 
amusement are in many places openly prac- 


| tised on the Sabbath: 


It is a fact, that groceries have been 


| opened in some of our cities, and that par- 


ties of pleasure have been formed, and even 


| musical bands employed,to the great annoy- 


ance of the serious, and the abuse of the 


| hours ordained for holy rest. 


The members of the Synod have not 


'known how, sufficiently to deplore this 


i| threatening evil. 


' 
i 





Each brother has seem- 
ed to imagine that the violations of the Sab- 


| bath most abounded in his own region: but, 
' on hearing the statements of others, he has 


| been grieved and amazed at the aspect of 





| the common calamity. 
| dismayed at this state of things, and many 


Some seem to be 


_bave expressed their fears thata regard to 


i 
| 
} 
} 
| 





this sacred day is so rapidly declining, that 
the next generation would be without a 
Sabbath. : 

In these circumstances, the Synod have 
really felt at a loss what measures should 
be adopted to correct the evil. They have 


already in common with many of their fel- 





i low citizens, petitioned the-civil authorities, 
| but there did not seem to be a moral feeling 


in the community sufficient to sustain the 


|| appeal thus made, and it has failed. The 
| Syned have repeatedly warned the mem- 


bers of their own body, and the churches 
under their care, and it is pleasing to see 
that it has not been without effect. But 
their members and churches form only a 
small proportion of the community; and 
unless the good sense of that communit 

does at — become convinced on this 
subject; unless the evil as in some instan- 
ces already, should alarm its perpetrators, 
and thus correct itself; or, unless God 
should in some remarkable manner, inter- 
pose for our relief, we know not but the 
predictions of our fathers are to be reali- 
zed, avd this favoured community try the 
awful experiment never yet but once tried 


_in a Christian land—the experiment of liv- 


ing—of existing, in the preservation of any 


| socjal privileges, without a Sabbath. 


In the mean time, we will reiterate the 


| warning to all with whom we have influence: 
‘we will tell them in tke name of God, that 


this awfui Being never did, and never will 
bless a land, where his own challenged day 
of rest is rejected: we do and will enjoin 


|| our churches to draw still closer the cords 
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of discipline over their members: and w 
will give ourselves to fasting and prayer— 
we will weep between the porch and the 
altar, over this great evil, util it be remo- 
ved or mitigated. 

And we will not despair of vet seeing good 


in this hitherto highly favoured vineyard of 


the Lord. 

The rising generation perhaps demands 
our principal attention, and, m_ devoting 
ourselves to their improvement, under the 
supplicated influences of the Holy Spirit, 
and in a faithful discharge of other religious 
duties, we may yet expect our churches to 
flourish, and our children to become beth 
holier and happier than their fathers. 

The Synod have only to record a single 
case of mortality among its members, du- 
ring the year that is past, in the removal of 


’ P ‘ 2 t : ' 
the Rev. Swnwl Torvort of Colerain, in 


the Presbytery of Londonderry. Mingled 
with gratitude that no greater breaches have 
been made upon us, we would still remem- 
ber that our account must soon be rendered; 


and hear from the grave of our departed | 


brother a warning to be also ready. 
Natuan S. S. Bewan, Mod’r. 
Attest, R. kK. RopeGers, Clerk. 
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PROCLAMATION, 


By Dr Witr CLINTON, Governor of the State 
r of New-)} ork. 


Whereas, public demonstrations of grati- 
tude to Almighty God, especially for signal 
and unmerited blessings, are enjoined by 
the most impressive considerations of patri- 
otism, andthe most solemn obligations of re- 
ligien: and whereas it has been his divine 
pleasure to continue’ his manifestations of 
great goodness to the people of this state, 
in averting the ravages of disease, mulliply- 
ing the fruits of the earth, promoting the 
diffusion of religion and useful knowledge, 
advancing the interests of agriculture, trade 
and commerce, prospering internal improve- 
ments, vouchsafing the enjoyment of liber- 
ty, peaceand plenty, and infusing an increas- 
ing spirit of good will and harmony into 
this creat community; Now, therefore, un- 
der a gratetul sense of these indulgent dis- 
vensations, a solemn conviction that private 
ecaiieatie and public prosperity are indis- 
solubly connected with the cultivation of re- 
ligion, and a deep solicitude to endeavour 
to merit the favour of Divine Providence, | 
do hereby iecommend to the good people of 
this state, the observance of Thucsday the 
4thof November next,as a day of public prayer 
and thanksgiving. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto sub- 
scribed my name, and affixed the privy seal 
of the state, at the citv of Albany, this 18th 
day of October, Anno Domint, 1625. 

DE WITT CLINTON. 
SOC i> 
UTICA MISSIONARY DEPOSITORY 


Received for the A. B. €C. F. M. from the 
%th Sept. to the Ist Nov. 1825. 
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stantius, $3 09 
Sangerfield, Mon. con. by Mr. Wm. 

K. Winchell, 1 19 
By Mrs. Fowler, for Choc. miss. 

place of residence not given, 5() 


Adams, Coll. in Rev. A. L. Crandall’s 
soc. 69 doz. quills. 
Camden, A friend of miss. by Rey. 
Mr. Swesey, a 
Utica, From la. asso. (of which to 
constitute their Pastor, the Rev. S. 
C. Aikin, an Honorary Member of 


the A. B.C. F. M. 50;) by Mrs. J. 


Williams, Tr. 61 25 
Granville, N. Y¥. Juv. fem. hea. sch. 
soc. by Rev. Abijah Crane, 40 On) 


E.veter, N. VY. From benev. so 10 yds. 
flannel, and various articles of 
clothing not estimated 

Rec'd 5 ps. fulled cloth, contain- 
ing 46 3-4 yds.; being left at Mr. B. 
W. Thomas’ store, it is not recol- 
lected by the agent, from whom, 
or by what society it was given. 

Averusia, Ist cong. so. mon. con. by 
Dea. L. Camp, ' © Be 


Am’t of Cash, $113 44 

P.S. It is very desirable, that written 

directions accompany the donations which 

may be left at this Depository, to prevent 
mistakes. 


ABIJAH THOMAS, Agent. 


DONATIONS 
To the Westrers Epucation Sociery, in 
Sept. and Oct. 1825. 

ONEIDA COUN ] V.— Utica, I rom the Ap- 
prentices’ Ben volent Society in’ Utiea, by 
John Merrell, Tr. Cash. &7 50 

New Hartford, From Betsey HH. Parme le, 
Cash, 1, a fi male friend to the Soeiety.,do. 13) 2 00 

Paris All, k rom Res 7 Mh. kt. Wee hsyproy is- 
ions, 5; Josiah Smith, do. 10; Charles Simith, 
do, 5; 20 00 

OTSEGO COUNT Y.—Otsero, Albert North, 
cash, 5; merchandiz: ,%; Elisha Foote, cash, 


5; Charics Smith, do. 5; 18 00 
CHENANGO COUNT Y.—--Sherturne, East 
Society, Be nyamen Haxton, cash, 5 00 


ONONDAGA COUN TV Y.~-Onondaga Weert 

Hill, Edward Corll, cash, 50e. Mr. J. Rur- 

bank, do. 50¢. Jains WW) Day, merchan- 

dize, 1,50; 2 50 
MADISON COUNT Y.—--Leno2z, Mrs. Ira M. 

Olds, towards constituting Rev. Ira M. Oids 

a L'fe Director of W. BF. Society, merehan- 

dize, 1,17; Mes. Col. Douglass, prov. and mer. 

2.63; Mrs. Elias Culwer, do. do. 1.70; Mrs. 

Chester Wilson, mer. 38e. Female Reading 

Socicty, on Ouk Hill, mer. 12,50; 18 3S 

73 38 
JNO. BRADISH, Treas. 

The friends and patrons of this Society will ob 
serve, that the recoipts for these two mouths, have 
been unusually small; and will beae in remem 
branee, that snore than twenty young men ar. to be 
daily provided for in the Boarding Establishment: 
that provisions of all kinds, colleet d the past season, 
are about expended, and cash must be paid forall 
the articles needed, which shall not be obtained by 
donation. As the gencral agent is to be employed 
fora season, in another department, relating to the 
intercsts of the Soetetyv, i isin portant thet collee- 
tious be made of sueh articles as arc immediately 
necded, as soon as nay be Conveiment. 

(he trends of the Lnstitution inthis vicinity, can, 
probably at this time, with the least mconvenienees 
supply its mmamediate wants. Donations that sha 
soon be made for this purpose, will be very grat _ 
received, 





) 





